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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Introductory Sermon. E

Association Called to Order by the Moderator.

Letters from the Churches Called For, Read, and
Delegates Enrolled.

Call for Petitionary Letters.

Election of Officers.

Invite Visitors to Seats.

Letters of Correspondents Called For.

Appomtment of Committees.

Circular Letters Called For.

Reports of Standing and Other Commlttees. -

Queries ‘Called Up and Considered.

Miscellaneous Business.

Adjournment.




" the Association. The letter was read by the Moderator pro

 tem and referred to a committee consisting of Rev. J. N.

~ Brannock and Bro. J. B. Jones for examination as to ortho-
doxy and correct organization..

*  The First Baptist Church of Port Henry presented a let-
ter asking for membership in the Association. The letter
was read and referred to a committee consisting of Rev. D.
C. Andress and Bro. John O. Wingate for examination as
to orthodoxy and torrect organization. .

After a short absence the! committee returned and re- -

ported that they cordially recommended the two churches
received as sound in the faith. Upon motion the churches
were received, the names of their delegates enrolled, and
‘the right hand of fellowship was extended them by the
Moderator pro tem. :

It was moved and carried that the rules be suspended
and that a vote by acclamation. be taken on the permanent
officers, D. C. Andress, Moderator, John O. Wingate, Clerk;
and W. H. Peeples, Treasurer. ;

Bro. T. E. Wainright being present, a motion prevailed
that he be received as a delegate from Deep Creek Church.

Upon extending the invitation to seats to visiting breth-

ren by the Moderator, W. B. Bennett, of the Piedmont As-

sociation of Georgia, and Bro. J. C. Porter, of the State
Missions at large, accepted the invitation.
It was moved and carried that Bro. T. E. Wainright as-
sist the Moderator in appointing the committees,
Letters from corresponding bodies were then called for,
but none were presented.
The following query was sent up by the Tho Creek
Church: What is the general opinion of\the St. Mary's
.River Association of members of the Missi Baptist
Church who will uphold Mormonism ?
The following committees were appointed :
. On Religious Exercises—Rev. T. E. Wainright, H. R.
Stewart, E. C. Gillett, J. M. Cooner, D. G. Caldwell.
Finance—S. M. Scruggs, W. A. Ogilvie, P. Lowe.
Nominations—]J. B. Jones, W. C. Wilds, G. E. Dames.
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Letters and Queries—C. A. Sauls, {\ E. Braddock, O. R.

: Sanders.

Deceased Ministers and Deacons—D. Sikes, W. A. Ogil-
vie, W. H. Peeples. : i
' Woman’s Mission Work—]J. N. Brannock, S. M. Scruggs,
J. A. Thompson. : _ d
Associational Missions—]. N: Brannock, A.E. Ogilvie,
J. M. Cooner. ; !
‘Sunday Schools—H. R.- Stewart, J. B. Jones, Edwin
Braddock. . . :
Pfayer Meetings—]. M. Higginbotham, H. H. Haddock,
A. J. Higginbotham. S
eriodicals—]J. C. Porter, D. Sikes, W. C. Davis.
Missions~—J. N. Brannock, P. L. Jones, Edwin Braddock.’
Temperance—]. C. Porter, J. A. Thompson, H. R. Stew-

art. ;

Church Discipline—D. Sikes, J. N.  Brannock, W. A. .
Ogilvie, e -

It was moved and carried that all the names of the
churches in the Association be enrolled in the minutes.

It was moved and carried that any church being absent
from the Association more, than three years be dropped
from the list of the Association. :

It was moved and carried that the Clerk correspond with

" the different railroad authorities to try and get reduced

rates for messengers to go to attend the Assoc ation.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

We, your Committee on Religious Exercises, recommend
that Rev. W. B. Bennett preach at the church to-night at
7 o'clock, Rev. J. N. Brannock at Kingsland ‘to-night at 7
o'clock, and Rev. J. C. Porter at the church t0-mOITow
morning at" 11 o’clock. :

. Respectfully submitted, N
N. S. WAINRIGHT,
H. R. STEWART,
E.C. GILLETT,

J. M. COONER,
D. G. CALDWELL.
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It was moved and carried that the Association ;,djoum‘

A 3

, qﬁﬁlto_-mbmw morning at 9 o'clock. |
FRIDAY—MORNING SESSION.’

The Association convened at 9 o'clock pursuant to ad- -

journment, the Moderator in the chair.
The session was opened with a short prayer by Bro. H.
R. Stewart. Yesterday’s minutes were read and approved.
Letters from churches being called for, the Ephesuslet-
ter was read and H. H. Hadyock enrolled as delegate. The
Jacks.onville Church letter was read and J. J. Parsons and
S. M. Scruggs enrolled as delegates. The Live Oak Church
letter was read ; no delegates present. The Thomas Creek
Church letter was read, and W. A. Ogilvie and A. E. Ogil-
vie were enrolled as delegates. The Ruhama Church let-
- ter was read and H. R. Stewart, E.C. Gillett, J. M. Cooner
and D. G. Caldwell enrolled as delegates. '

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE.

Your Committee on Temperance are pleased to report
progress in the great and glorious work of ridding our land
and country of the liquor traffic. We heartily commend all
legitimate means being used to drive the open saloon from
our midst. We urge our churches to withdraw féllowship
from their members who drink intoxicating liquors as a
beverage or who sign liquor petitions. It is the sense of
this body that Christian men should refuse to vote for a
whisky drinker to fill 2 public office. - Let us adopt the only
consistent plan and vote as we pray.

J. C. PORTER, Chairman,

s ~ J. A. THOMPSON,
_ H. R. STEWART
The report, after being ably discussed by J:'C. Porter, J.

J. Parsons, J. W. Brannock and D. Sikes, was adopted.
. The hour for preaching having arrived, the Association
adjourned until 1:30 P. M. < ]
Rev. J. C. Porter preached an able sermon from Romans

- i 16, at the conclusion of which a collection was taken up

L]

.
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to help defr;y the exp‘ens:es of the yonng'mi‘tiiste.rs at Stet-’ i

son University, amounting to $8.37. . i
Bro. J. B. Jones made an appeal to help the young church

at Port Herry build their new meeting house. The colléc-

tion amoun 0$7.

% : /
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

We, your Committee on Religious Exercises, report as

~ foljows: That Rev. D.C. Andress preach at the church

tofnight, Rev. J. J. Parsons at Kingsland to-night and Rev.
| Sikes at the church to-morrow at 11 o'clock. /
: S Respectfully submitted,
N. S. WAINRIGHT, Chairman.

The report was adopted. ;

FRIDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Association convened at 1:30 o'clock, and was called
to order by the Moderator. After a short prayer by Rev.
J. J. Parsons, the regular order of business was taken up.

tters from other churches not present were called for,’
anﬁhe letter from Buford Grove Church was read and O.
R. Sanders enrolled as delegate. g :

It was moved and carried to reconsider the report of the
Committee on Religious Exercises. e ¢

The report of the Committee on Missions was received,
and, after being ably discussed by Brethren J. N. Brannock,
J. C. Porter, J. J. Parsons and D. C. Andress, was adopted.

A

REPORT OF‘COM.MITTEE ON MISSIONS!

Your committee would favorably commend the work
done by our nissionaries during the past year under great
difficulties in destitute filds. Grit, grace and patience
have been manifested, and good results ob;ained, consider
ing opportunities and condition of affairs. We recommend
f efforts upon those points most favorable to

+ concentration of >
establishing Baptist churches, the increased subscriptions
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“of churches to ba:ter pay our miu%omﬁé, and, pray ‘forr

>

Respectfully submitted,

- J.N. BRANNOCK, Chairman,
i i ;&. l~I{E gg(I)LVIE. : ;

. M. NER.
4§ DT;iag}::lh of Bethany Church was taken up, as follows :
et ar:;, we nppl_y to you for advice and also a set-
s O tter between this church and our sister
s th:;u we bavg'doneall we can to reach a:
ey in ‘th admatter and have failed to do so.”” Rev-
nioti(;n itm-' made a gtatement in this matter, and upon
it-was referred to the Committee on Discipline.
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS.

w?reéci:; Co.;nmhx:tee on Nominations, report as follows:
b Sl r::k that the next Association meet with the
T Church, Duval county, Fla., on Friday be-
S e fourth Sunday in‘October, 1898; that Rev. D
thatesRPMCh the Introductory Sermon at 11 o'clock A n..'
o'dwkexz .L. J. l:larsons preach the Missionary Sermon at u’
s, br,;ta; we name as t.hg Executive Committee the
Gy vg ren: A. E. Ogilvie, L. L. Jones, J. B. Joneg
. J. Wingate, H. R Stewart, H. H. Haddock, ) D,
ker, Paul Lowe, Nathan Hunt, L. W. Guernsey, W. C.
Wikls, C A Yomg, F.W. Simticox. ©
Rgspectfully submitted,

J. B. JONES,

< Tnlig'lsport was discussed'by A. E. Ogilvie, G. E. Dames,
w.hétl; cruggs, W: C Wilds and J. J. Parsons, as t(;
e theezo :,l:‘en 'gssocmtlon meet on Friday, as recommended
ittee, or meet on Thursday as herétofore. I
3 v s 4 t
was decided to meet on Friday, at g o’clock sharp, and th
report was adopted. ) , F
szronr OF THE (fouulmz ON RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

e, your Committee on Religious Exercises, report as

18 .
follows: That Rev. J. J. Parsons preach at the church'to- . _
night, Rev. D. Sikes at Kingsland to-night, and Rev. D..C.
Andress at the church to-morrow at 1T A. M.
: - ' H. R. STEWART,
D.G. CALDWELL,
F.C. GILLETT,
J. M, COONER.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PERIODICALS.

.
e cannot overestimate the valué of wholesome religious
literature in our homes. This is a reading age, and our

read whatever comes to their hands. It

people are going to
is a sad thing to find that the only reading matter in many

of our Christian homes is the dimie novel or perhaps the

county newspaper. :

‘" A home without a religious newspaper Of periodical
is sadly lacking in the necessities to the great Christian
growth and development. We, as Florida Baptists, have a
strong, live paper in the Florida Baptist Witness, and we
urge all our people to subscribe for and read it. It is the
only medium of communication between us as Florida Bap-

. tists, and it is impossible for us to keep posted on our State i

thout it. We recommend that all

denominational work wi
our members take and read the Florida Baptist Witness,

also the Florida Missionary Journal and Home Field. = For

our Sunday schools we recommend the Convention series

published at Nashville, Tenn,, by the Sunday School Board

of the Southern Baptist Convention. :
J. C. PORTER, Chairman,

D. SIKES, o
: . W. C. DAVIS. -
After being discussed by J. C: Porter, D. C. Andress, S.
M. Scruggs, J. J. Parsons, J. N. Brannock and D. Sikes,
| the report was adopted. 7
REPORT OF COMMITTEE OE DISCIPLINE.

Your committee reports, upori information received
through letters from churches, a good state of discipline,




© with one ‘e:‘:ceptiéni-\-BetHany Church ahd Mt. Olive. In

" regard to this matter we would say that, according to the

 customs of the Baptists, members received into a church
- upon profession of faith in Christ and by baptism, are mem-
» bers. of such church; therefore, said members are out of
~order in joining Mt. Olive Church without letters from
‘Bethany Church, as they are naturally members of .that

church, and are so regarded by your committee. Wéeyec- -

members, she being clearly irherror, and exercise fnore wis-
dom in future in such matters ‘that the cause of Christ be
“not blamed, :

*

ommend that Mt. Olive rescxr{n}:' d her action in receiving said

J. N. BRANNOCK, Chairman,
. D. SIKES, .
W. A. OGILVIE.

After being discussed by W. C. Wilds, J. C. Porter, W'
B. Bennett, S. M. Scruggs, J. J. Parsons, J. N. Brannock
and J. B. Jones, the report was adopted, ‘

The report on Christian education was then tiken up,
:and, after being discussed by J. J. Parsons and D. Sikes,
‘was adopted. s

[This report was not turned over to the Clerk.]

Adjourned till Saturday morning at 9 o’clock.

SATURDAY—MORNING SESSIO

The Association convened at 9 o'clock a as called to
order by the Moderator. Rev. J. N, Brannock offered a
short prayer. Yesterday’s minutes were read, and, after a
few corrections, were approved. ]

. . Letters from other churches were called for, but none
were presented. . .

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE CO&(MITTEE.

We, your Executive Committee; make the following re-

' port of our transactions during the year: © .
- We employed Rev. D. Sikes part of the time. Days of
labor, 54; miles traveled, 1,570; sermons Rreached, 56;

13
visits, 45; Baptized, 53 Sunday schools addressed, 3 ;

2

. collefted, $11.28; for which we paid him g60.

e employed Rev. D. C. Andress for twelve months.
He/reports that great interest has been manifested in all of
the meetings. Sermons preached, 24 ; miles traveled, 827 ;
prayer meetings held, 16; funerals preached, 2 ; baptized,
4 ; collected, $5.80 ; for which we paid him $59.40."

- We-also employed Rev. J. A. Thompson part of the
time." He reports that good meetings have been held in all
of his appointments. He preached to the Buford Grove
Church, and reports that 27 have been added to the church
and two areawaiting baptism. The- Board has paid him
$27, 85 to the First Baptist Church of Port Henry and $3
to A. E. Ogilvie for postage and services rendered. Re-
ceived during the year, $180.46 ; paid missionaries, $1 54.40;
balance gn hand, $26.06. ; .
A. E. OGILVIE, Sgcretary-Trg\surer.
_After being discussed by D. Sikes, D. C. Andress. J. N.
Brannodk and A. E. Ogilvie, the report was adopted.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RELIGIOUS EXERCISES.

V(Ie, your Committee on Religious Exercises, report as
follows : 'We recommend that Rev. D. Sikes preach at the
church to-night, Rev. D. C. Andress at Kingsland, Bro. S.
M. Scruggs lead the devotional exercises at 9 o'clock to-
-morrow morning and Rev. J. N. Brannock preach the mis-
sionary sermon at 11 o'clock. ; '

Respecttully submitted, -
- N. S. WAINRIGHT, Chairman,
H. R. STEWART,
J. M. COONER,_
E C. GILLETT,
: D. G. CALDWELL.
The report was adopted.

‘REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRAYER MEETINGS.

Your Committee on Prayer Meetings find that several of
our churches report from their letters that they have good
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prayer meetings. We think that it is an important thing
to have in a church, and we also think they ought to havea
prayer meeting by all means in every church in' this Asso-
ciation, that our churches may be spiritually strong.

J. M. HIGGINBOTHAM, Chairman,
H. H. HADDOCK,
A. J. HIGGINBOTHAM.

The vas adopted. - g

The hour for preaching services having arrived, the Asso-

ciation adjourned its business until 1:30 o'clock P. M.

Rev. D. C. Andress :gﬂched an able sermon from Acts

xxviil. IS. 3

SATURDAY—AFTERNOON SESSION.

The Association convened at 1:30. Bro. A. E. Braddock
offered a short prayer. =

The yearly report of the Woman’s Aid and Missionary
Society of the First Baptist Church of Jacksonville, from
October, 1896, to October, 1897, was received. - !

Ten meetings of the society were held during the year, at
which the studies of mission fields presented by the Baptist
Witness have been followed and found to be most helpful
and inspiring. Receipts and disbursemen:? have been as

follows : B
Christmas gift to China .. .....coocieenaneannn. $ 700
Self-denial fund, home missions ................. 6 75
Cuban girls’ school ......ccooeomiiacaar nnnnns 10 00
State work, Tam_.pa ............................ 10 00
Rent of chapel, Tampa.................-.. e s 100
Value of barrels of clothing sent to home mission-
aries in State of Florida .........c.fcaoeanon. 120 00
Total .oveeemacaacneaaen Teesenioacno $159 75
Paid for church organ. ... . .cocomomoctoaaannns 229 00
Cleaning church. ...... eesseesezecesaaaieeces 10 00
Church music and curtains for choir loft.......... 25 00
St. Luke’s Hospital ..z.oaoocoiiaiiniiaaaenns 45 00

Total raised for all purposes during year......$468 75
: . MRS. H. C. STRAWN, Secretary,

SRR
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In connection with this report the report of the Commit-

- tee on Woman's Work was presented.

PORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON WOMAN'S ‘WORK‘.'

Your committee report that only onechurch in the Asso-
ciatign in Jacksonville has a Woman’s Missionary Society,
inst three reported last year. We do not know the rea-
son for such decrease, but would suggest that, so far as pos-
sible, there be a society organized in every church, as it isa
field in which the possibilities are very great for furthering
Christ’s cause.
s s - J. N. BRANNOCK,
E 'S. M. SCRUGGS,
: J. A. THOMPSON.
Upon motion the two reports were then adopted.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ASSOCIATIONAL MISSIONS.

Realizing that the truth of missions lies nearest God's
great hegrt, your committee would bring to the attention of
our churches the: great need of having our hearts beat in
truer sympathy with His own in fulfilling the great com-
mission,{ realizing that the salvation of souls for whom
Christ died is obedience to Him in all things, to this
end we recommend to our pastors the regular preaching on
missions at intervals during the year, and systematic collec-
tions for foreign, State and home missions. The only hope
for the world and the church is the coming of Christ. This
can be spread by evangelization of the world. We urge at-
tention to our home missions. Let us go forward and push
into and develop the neglected regions of -our home land
where the gospel is so sadly needed. Good work has been
done in the past year. Let us urge prayer for wisdom and
guidance, that great results may be manifested in the com-
ing year.

J. N. BRANNOCK, Chairman,
P. L. JONES,
EDWIN BRADDOCK.

The report was adopted.

SAMPSON LIBRARY
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'REPORT OF THE connxm ON FINANCE.

e We, your Committee on Finance, beg leave to make the
' following report : ;

Received for minutes

For Association missions

For Association funds

For hqm‘e missions

atal < oriina i Ll e SR8 RY
Respectfully submitted, :
\) S. M. SCRUGGS, Chairman,

+2 W. A. OGILVIE, i
; PAUL LOWE.

The report was adopted.

REPORT OF THE.COMMITTEE ON DECEASED MINISTERS AND
DEACONS. A

Your Committee on Deceased Ministers and Deacons .
find that through the mercy of God all ¢f our ministers

and deacons have been spared except Bro/W. J. Caldwell,
who passed away October 31, 1896, and for this we thank
God and take courage from the great love which He has
bestowed upon us. ' To the bereaved family of Bro. Cald-
well and to the Ruhama Church we extend our heartfelt
sympathy. But we rejoice in the hope that their loss is his
eternal gain, and we ask that a page in our minutes be
draped.in mourning and subscribed to his memory.
; Respectfully submitted,
~ W. H. PEEPLES, Chairman,
D. SIKES, ;
W. A. OGILVIE.
The report was adopted. . .
An appeal was made by Bro. W. A. Ogilvie in behalf of
old Brother Keif, and a collection was taken up for him,
amounting to $6.25.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON QUERIES.

* We, your committee, find but one query sent up to the
Association, and that is from the Thomas Creek Church,

17

which we think is of great importance and should be duly
ered by this Association: “What is the general
opinion of the St. Mary’s River Association of members of
the Missionary, Baptist Church who will uphold Mormonism?”
S0, your committee presents one query: “Is it neces-
sary to have a prayer meeting for the spiritual life of a
church?
C. A. SAULS, Chairman,
A. E. BRADDOCK,
. O. R. SANDERS. !
The first query was taken up and discussed by S. M.
Scruggs, W. A. Ogilvie, D. Sikes, J. N. Brannock, D. C.
Andress and E. Roberts. Then the following resolution
was offered by Rev. J. N. Brannock : ' ‘
Resolved, by the St. Mary’s River Missionary Baptist
Association,  That we regard Mormonism as contrary to'the
law of God, that its transactions are false, and that we urge
our churches to refuse the usé of their buildings for any
such purpose; and be it further Vo
‘Resolved, That any member holding such views is not
regarded as a fit subject for a Baptist Church.
This resolution was adopted. = '
The second query was taken up and discussed by S. M.

" Scruggs, D. Sikes and Wash Peeples, and the following

resolution was offered by Rev. J. N. Btannock :

Resolved, by the St. Mary’s ‘River Association, That no
church can maintain its spiritual life without a Pprayer meet-
ing where it is possible to maintain one, and that prayer is
the true Christian’s vital breath, and private prayer must be
maintained if spirituality is expected to exist. y

The resolution was adopted. -

The following resolution of thanks was presented by
S. M. Scruggs and adopted :

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be hereby
tendered to the brethren and sisters of Ruhama Church,
and the friends of the community, for the kind and hospit-
able treatment received at their hands. : :

Rev. N.'S. Wainright moved that the Clerk be paid g10




por his services, which was amended by Rev. D. Sikes that
~_he be paid 7. The amendment prevailed,
~+ Upon motion of Rev. N. S. Wainright, the Clerk was in-
structed to draw on the Treasurer to pay for the minutes, 2 :
after using the money sent up by the churches for that pur- : .
pose. Also to drav:)(;n the Tr;surer for his salary. : < Sacred to the fdemory
Upon motion the Treasurer was added to the Executive ! . .
- Committee. . ; ’
Upon motion T. E. Wainright was placed on the Execu-
tive Committee. »
The Association then adjourned to meet with Thomas
_Creek Church on Frida¥ before the fourth Sunday in Octo-
ber, 1898, at g o'clock s b
D. C. ANDRESS, Moderator.
JOHN O. WINGATE, Clerk.

_ SUNDAY. SERVICES. m. 3. Caldwell .
At 9 A. m. prayer service, led by Bro. S. M. Scruggs. !
At 11 A. M. sermon_by Rev. J. M&, from Mark
Vi 37: “Give ye them to eat.” Missionary contribution,
$10.89. v : ’
At 2 P. m. sermon by Rev. W. Langston from Mark xii,
10: “Christ the Chief Corner Stone.”

Deacon of Ruhama Church.

DIED OCTOBER 30th, 1806.

Requiescat in Pace.
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~ e & : ~ CONSTITUTION

: ' 5 L Mlssmnmy Baplst Assoomtlon.

PREAMBLE. "

’ : ; ' In view of the increase of fraternal love, knowledge, use- ?
i : fulness and efﬁcnency which must accrue from 4n associa-

) : tion of Churches in cordial union upon the principles of the
] ' Gospel, we now seek to be thus united, that by individual
I ’ ‘ and collective action we may subserve thé great objects of
the Rédeemer s Kingdom.
ARTICLE 1. This body shall be called the St. Mary s 4
River Baptlst Association.
) _ ARrr. 2. It should be composed of such churches as hold
‘ ' to the doctrine of human depravity, the atonement of
i . Christ, the electionunto eternal life, regeneration and the
i T : perseverance of the saints, baptism by immersion, adminis-
1 , _ tered to none but professed believers, and the Lord’s Sup- b
per, intended for those only who have béen regularly ad-
mitted into. the visible church. ' "
- ART. 3. The officers of this Association shall consist of
» a Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer, who shall be elected an-
nually by ballot.
ART. 4. We believe in only one trueand living God and
that there are three persons in the Godhead.
ART. §. We believe the Scripture of the Old and New
Testaments to bé the only rule of faith and practice, both
_ in the concerns of religion and the general affairs of life,
414 ' ' and particularly in transacting the affairs of our churches.
b : - ' ARrT. 6. We believe the Church of Christ to be a con-
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TIME OF MEETING.

Pastor's Salary, ete.
Repairing.

Current Expenses,
_Church Building aad
- Associational Missions.
Ministerial Education.
Charities.
Other Purposes.
Miscellaneous.

Associational.

Forelgn Missions.

BState Missions.
Home Missions.

Minutes.
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