


~ MINUTES -

= OF THE ——

Forty-Fourth Annual Session

——OF THE ——

bl Fe River Buplist Asociation

-—— HELD WITH ——
Mountencha Baptist €Runel,
Jlountaosha, Hla.,

Ocfober 22, 25 and 26, 1966,

OFFI!CERS.

R. B. Weeks Hawthorne, Fla.

F. J. Fowler Starke, Fla.
Treasurer .. .... ....L. H. Bennett Fairbanks, Fla.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

R. B. Weeks Hawthorne, Fla.
H. C. Parker LaCrosse, Fla.
Fairbanks, Fla.

Melrose, Fla.

Gainesville, Fla;

OCALA, FLA.:
BAPTIST WITNESS BOOK AND JOR PRINT,
1900;
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ORDER OF BUSINESS.

Introductory Sermon.

Association called to order.

Reading letters and enrolling messengers.

Call for petitionary letters.

Election of officers.

Invite visiting brethren to seats.

Call for correspondents.

Appointment of committees.

Reports of committees,

Election of messengers to Southern Baptist and State
Conventions.

11. Ministers’ Assurance Association.

12. Miscellaneous business.

13. Adjournment,

R R
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ORDAINED MINISTERS.

L e G S e SR ..LaCrosse, Fla.
e A R S S i  oh E McMeekin, Fla.
b A T RS e S SR SRS Leesburg, Fla.
L g e R AN S sl ...Gainesville, Fla.
G A R e SR R Gainesville, Fla.
BRI - s rna sats s st ae s s Hampton, Fla.
Lol Rt e e A e e ....LaCrosse, Fla.
R R RN SR S S et e Sy Waldo, Fla.
LICENTIATE.
DTN NI o o e s e A Gainesville, Fla.

MINUTES.

The Santa Fe River Association met today, October 24, 1900,
with Mounteocha Church, at Mounteocha, Fla., eight miles wes
of Waldo, Fla.

The Introductory Sermon was preached by the appointee,

Rev. N. T. King, from James 2:26, after which the Association
adjourned until 1:30 p. m.

Afternoon Session.

The Association was called to order. Song, “Is my name
written there?” Prayer by A. J. York.

Letters fry: churches cailed for and the Moderator ap-
pointed Robert™ McClellan and George Vanlandingham to read
them.

Names of the following messengers enrolled :

Alachua—Mrs, Mattie Stevens.

Campville—By letter.

Gainesville—Robert McClellan, T. H. Richardson, A. L. Jack-
son, Mrs. Susie Jackson.

Hawthorne—R. B. Weeks, T. R. Waits, Mrs. J. F. Townsend,
Mrs. Dora Carter, Sister Lizzie Johnson.

Eliam—L. Price, Willie Perry, Roy Merryman, Sister Ada
Smailes, N. F. Smailes, Mrs. Rosa E. Merryman.

Mounteocha—L. H. Bennett, C. W. Stalls.

Orange Creek—Not represented.

Rochelle—Not represented.

LaCrosse—H. C. Parker, A. J. York, Mrs. A. J. York.

Hampton—N. T. King, Mrs, N. T. King.

Ochwilla—J. A, Knight. -

Orange Heights—Southern Ward, Dave Thomas, Mrs. Dave
Thomas.

Waldo—George Desha, F. J. Fowler, Mrs. F. J. Fowler.

Perseverance—Not represented.

The Association instructed F. J. Fowler to cast a ballot for
R. B. Weeks as Moderator. R. B. Weeks was instructed by the
Association to cast a ballot for F. J. Fowler for Secretary. By
motion of the Association F. J. Fowler cast a ballot for L. H. Ben-
nett for Treasurer. ’




e A € AR L ey a o o Lo el el A e - L S

‘
4 BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

The Association was welcomed by A. J. York in behalf of
Mounteocha Church. Response by F. J. Fowler.

Correspondents were called for by Moderator, which was re-
sponded to by J. C. Porter, representing Stetzon University, State
Board of Missions and Florida Baptist Witness. Miss Mary A.
Taylor, missionary to Cuba, was welcomed to the Association.

The Moderator appointed the following committees:

Religious Exercises—Deacons of Mounteocha Church and H.
C. Parker.

Nominations—Robert McClellan, Jesse Vanlandingham, N.
T. King. 2

Publications—A. J. York, H. C. Parker. Sonthern Ward.

Missions—F. J. Fowler, Mrs. Rosa E. Merryman, T. R. Waits.

Woman's Work—Mrs. Rosa E. Merryman, J. Knight, Mrs. F.
J. Fowler. :

Spiritual Condition of Churches—T. R. Waits, L. H. Bennett,
Sister A. L. Jackson.

Education—T. H. Richardson, C. W. StallsgJesse Vanland-
ingham.

Temperance—H. C. Parker, Mrs. Mattie Stevens, Willie
Perry.

Sunday Schools—H. C. Parker, Robert McClellan, George De-
sha.

Finance—N. F. Smailes, L. H. Bennett, J. Knight.

Deceased Ministers and Deacons—L. Price, Southern Ward;
Sister Dora Carter. 2

Letters and Queries—T. H. Richardson, Dave Thomas, Sister*
Ada Smailes.

Ministers’ Assurance Association—A. J. York, N. T. King,
Sister Lizzie Johnson. -

1 .
The Committee on Religious Exercises appointed F. J. Fowler
to preach at 7 p. m.

The committee appointed last Association to visit Orange
Creek Church in reference to the inconsistent life of Rev. E. A.
Holt, made its report. The report stated that the church had
withdrawn fellowship from him and had called for his ordination
papers. The report was accepted and committee discharged.
Committee: R. B. Weeks, G. W. Ryals and F. J. Fowler.

Association adjourned until 9 a. m. tomorrow. H. C. Parker
led in prayer.

At the evening service Rev. F. J. Fowler preached from Jokn
14:14.
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THURSDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Association called to order by Moderator. Prayer by J. C.
Porter. .

It was moved and seconded that a committee be appointed
to bring in a report in reference to advising the Orange Heights
Church about buying the M. E. church house of that place. The
committee advised the church to buy if they could get it reason«:
able. Committee: L. Price, L. H. Bennett, J. Knight.

Report on Spiritual Condition of Churches.

We are glad to report that we find an increase of 103, as com-
pared with an increase of 48 last year. But we should not be
satisfied even with this increase when there are so many perish-
ing souls about us.

We are alarmed to find some of our churches without prayer
meetings and Sunday Schools. This should not be the case.

" How can we extend the work unless the Word of God is taught?

We prayerfully recommend that each church look well to having
a Sunday School and prayer meeting.
SUSIE R. JACKSON,
LIZZIE JOHNSON,
L. H. BENNETT,
Committee.

Report on Woman's Work.

In all the-departments of the Christian’s work as a mission-
ary, woman is second to none, and as a teacher and leader man
cannot excel her, with her tender, loving and sympathetic heart,
80 Christ-like.

When we consider the great good that is being done through
and by woman’s work. should men not do all they can do to en-
courage us in this much-needed work, which they cannot do?
Let the brethren ever hold us ujr and encourage us in discharging
our duty to Christ.

Our reports show this year that we have raised $223.23 for
missionary purposes.

We recommend that each church co-operate with the vice
presidents, Sisters Rosa E. Merryman and Susie Jackson, in or-
ganizing missionary societies and Sunbeam Bands in the
churches.

MRS. ROSA E. MERRYMAN,
5 Chairman.

Report discussed by A. J. York, Mrs. Rosa E. Merryman and
Miss Mary A. Taylor, and adopted.

i i
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6 BAPTIST ASSOCIATION

Réport on Publications.

There are a great many publications which are poisonous to
the mind and hurtful to the cause of Christ. We should be very
careful as to what our children read and study, and, as Baptists,
we should use Baptist literature. We recommend the American
Baptist Publication Society and Southern Baptist Convention pe-
riodicals for our Sunday Schools. We believe them sound in doc-
trine. We urge that they have a liberal patronage; also our home
paper, published at Ocala, the Florida Baptist Witness; and Our
Home Field and Foreign Mission Journal, to educate our people
in the great work of home and foreign missions. Last. but not
least, the Holy Bible, the Book of books, should be our daily study
and companion.

A.J. YORK,
H. C. PARKER,
SOUTHERN WARD,

i Committee,

Discussed by A. J. York, J. C. Porter, H. C. Parker and F. J.
Fowler, and adopted.

., Preaching at 11 a. m. by Rev. J. C. Porter from John 6:9.
Collection for foreign missions amounted to $12.16. Associa-
tional missions was called for, amounting to $13. Association
adjourned until 2 p. m.

Prayer by A. J. York.

Afternoon Session.

Association called to order by Moderator. Prayer by H. C.
Parker. Song, “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing.”

Report on B. M. A. A.

We, as co-laborers in Christ, do heartily recommend and ad-
vise all ministers and members of our churches to become mem-
bers with us in this great work. It gladdens our hearts to learn
of the comfort and relief our Association so often carries to the
homes of our bereaved sisters and their little ones at the death
of God’s ministers. It is so good to be able to help those in dis-
tress.

It has pleased our Heavenly Father to remove three of our
number this past year. We bow with humble submission to the
divine will.

A. J. YORK,
N. T. KING,
+ GEORGE DESHA,
Committee.
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Report discussed by A. J. York and J. C. Porter and adopted.
Report on Missions.

“Go ye into all the world and preach my Gospel to every
creature, He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. He
that believeth not shall be damned.” We find from the church
letters that there has been a marked increase in contributions
and interest in missions during the year, as compared to last
year. We recommend that a committee of three in each church
be appointed to co-operate with the Vice President of the State
Board, F. J. Fowler, for Santa Fe River Association, in awaking
a general interest in mission work in our bounds. We recom-
mend that this committee solicit subscribers for the literature of
the denomination—Foreign Mission Journal, Home Field and
Baptist Witness. We also ask that the brethren co-operate more
heartily with the Woman's Missionary Union.

F. J. FOWLER,

MRS. ROSA E. MERRYMAN,

T. R. WAITS,

Committee.
Report discussed by F. J. Fowler, A. J. York nnd Mrs. Rosa

E. Merryman and adopted.

Committee on Preaching reported Rev. N. T. King to preach
at 7 p. m.

Report on Education.

Education advances the spiritual and moral interests of man.
We would first call attention to the spiritual training, as we con-
sider that paramount. This spiritual training should begin with
the mothers and naturally does with all Christian mothers.

We are glad to note such glowing accounts from our
churches in regard to our Sunday Schools.

We would recommend that the Sunday Schools use black-
board work in teaching the Bible.

It is gratifying to note the interest which our public school
system, with its noble body of officers and teachers, manifests in
the uplifting of good morals, which are so necessary to complete
womanhood and manhood.

We most heartily recommend our own school, John B. Stet-
son University, as the place for completing an education.

We also ask that the Association look well to the education
of young ministers.

T. H. RICHARDSON,

C. W. STALLS,

J. VANLANDINGHAM,
Committee.
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Report dlscussed.by T. R. Richardson, J. C. Porter, H. J. Ken-
dal and A. J. York. "Adopted.

Report on Deceased' Ministers and Deacons.

We have learned of no deaths among our ministers and dea-
cons during the Associational year, for which we recommend
prayerful thanks to the God of all mercies,

L. PRICE,

MRS. DORA CARTER,
LIZZIE JOHNSON,
SOUTHERN WARD,

Committee,
Report adopted.

Report on Nominations.

Your committee recommends that A. J. York preach the In-
troductory Sermon at the next Association, and that the next As-
sociation meet with the Alachua Church, at Alachua, Florida,
Wednesday after the third Sunday in October, 1901.

ROBERT McCLELLAN,
J. N. VANLANDINGHAM,
N. T. KING,

Committee.
Report adopted.

The Association adjourned to meet tomorrow at 9 a. m.
Prayer by F. J. Fowler,

Preaching at 7 p. m. by Rev. N. T. King. Text, John 3:16.

FRIDAY—MORNING SESSION.

Association called to order by the Moderator, Prayer by L.
Price. Rev. F. J, Fowler was elected messenger to the Southern
Baptist Convention.

The following brethren were elected messengers to the State
Convention: F. J. Fowler, T. R. Richardson, H. M. King, N. T.
King, A. J. York and H. C. Parker. It was moved and carried
that each one be allowed to appoint his own alternate.

The following brethren were elected as the Executive Com-
mittee for the ensuing Associational year: R. B. Weeks, H. C.
Parker, T. R. Richardson, .. H. Bennett and L. Price.

Financial Report.

For minutes: Orange Heights, $1.25; Eliam, $2.48; Haw-
thorne, $3; Campville, $1; Hampton, $2; Waldo, 50 cents: Gaines-
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ville, $4; Alachua, $2; Mounteocha, $1. Total, $17.23. 'Sent up

for Associational purposes, $17.59. Collected at As*mlatlon.
}

$31.16. Grand total, $65.47. [

N. T. SMAILES,
J. KNIGHT,
L. H. BENNETT, |

Committee,
Report adopted. }
Treasurer's Report. l

L. H. Bennett, in account with the Santa Fe River Association:

DR.
Oct., 1899, Balance due Association ............... .e..$ 40 B3
By cash sent up during the year ................... svise SO 14
Cash sent up by churches for Associational purposes .... 35 81
Foreign mission collection at Association ............... 12 16
Cash collection for home work ...................... oo 13 00
Collection for aged ministers ........ .......oovuii.nis 3 50
TORBE OB ) i e e $334 14

CR.
Paid G. T. fleitner as Clerk ..... e e ire 18 00
Poid J.C.Porter for minutes ...................0. 0.4 20 00
Paid missionary durlng year ..............cooveniinnnn. 195 00
Paid J. C. Porter, for State Board, for foreign missions... 12 16
Paid J. C. Porter, for State Board, for aged ministers .... 3 50
Total disbursed ........... ot SRR o cessses 3245 68

Balance in treasury, $88.48.

Report on Temperance.

In speaking of temperance, which is so closely interwoven .
with every interest of life, we ask that we put forth our best ef-
fort to suppress the use of alcoholic drinks as a beverage on the
part of our church members. Its destructive power is not real-
ized as it should be by the followers of our blessed Savior. The
liquor traffic costs the United States of America one billion dol-
lars annually and one hundred thousand victims to fill drunkards’
graves. There are two and a half million drunkards in the
United States and one million orphans and widows; fifty thous-
and churches and two hundred thousand saloons. Seventy-five
per cent. of all crimes is traceable to strong drink. This red-
eyed monster, king of evil, dethrones reason and degrades man
to the level of the brute.

We are sorry to say that we have so many church members
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who visit barreoms and we hear of so many blind tigers and!
country stills that we believe this dreadful practice and crime is
still on the increase in our country.

Dearly beloved brethren, there is a remedy for this that
never fails—Jesus, the Son of God. Let us commit ourselves to
Him and ask Him prayerfully, in the spirit, to guide us from all
evil and deathly poison will be no trouble to us.

H. C. PARKER,

WILLIE PERRY,

MRS. MATTIE STEVENS,
Committee.

Report discussed by H. C. Parker, F. J. Fowler, J. C. Porter,
B. Dial, A. J. York and H. A. Fisher, and adopted.

The following resolution was passed by the Association:

Resolved, That we. the Santa Fe River Association, protest
against the manufacture and sale of domestic wines and pot stills.
And that we ask our representatives to pass a bill in the next
Legislature prohibiting the same.

Report on Letters and Queries.

We find no queries in the letters to the Associati8n. We sug-
gest that the clerk of each church record the pastor who served
during the Associational year and the pastor who may be called
to serve another year, with post office address of each. We also
recommend that churches having B, Y. P. U. organizations make
reports of work in their church letters,

T. H. RICHARDSON,
ADA SMAILES,
D. THOMAS,

Committee,
Report adopted.

Report of Missionary.

Full time from ;November to April; half time from April to
October; miles traveled, 800; sermons preached, 80; talks in
prayer meetings, 60; baptisms, 21; restored, 12; religious talks,
100; tracts distributed, 300 pages. Amount collected on field,
$60.39. $ F. J. FCWLER, Missionary.

Report on Sunday Schools.

We, your Committee on Sunday Schools, are glad to report
that the Sunday School cause is gradually growing in interest in
the bounds of our Association. And we feel that this great work
is doing good and Wwe hope that in the near future every church

D =  FLORIDA
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will have a live Sunday School in its midst. We are also glad
to note that, in our own knowledge, wherever a Sunday School is
carried on, they have prayer meetings and are more up to date
in their Christian work and devotion to God. We heartily rec
ommend that every Christian attend and support Sunday Schools
and thereby grow in grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Respectfully submitted.

H. C. PARKER,

ROBERT McCLELLAN,

GEORGE DESHA,

Committee.

Report discussed by T. H. Richardson, H. C. Parker, George
Vanlandingham, F. J. Fowler and H. A. Fisher. Adopted.

Resolutions Adopted.

1. That any brother of this Association attending any other
Association be requested to act as correspondent.

2. That the Clerk have the usual number of minutes pub-
lished and that he be allowed fifteen dollars for his services and
that the Treasurer pay for the same.

3. That the thanks of this Association be extended to the
pastor and members of Mounteocha Church and comm mity for
their kindness and hospitality to the body during our stay among
them.

4. That the Executive Committee employ a missionary
during the next Associational year. We most heartily endorse
the action of the Executive Committee as to men and means em-
ployed duriag the past year.

5. That the Treasurer be instructed to pay F. J. Fowler, Mis-
sionary, $7 for the State Board of Missions, which amount he has
on hand.

6. That a committee of three be appointed at the next Asso-
ciaiion to report on B. Y. P. U. work.

The hour for preaching having arrived, Bro. F¢J. Fowler
preached from Jer. 8:20, after which the parting song was sung
and the regular parting hand given. Prayer by A. J. York.

The Association adjourned, to meet with Alachua Church
Wednesday after the third Sunday in October, 1901.

F. J. FOWLER, R. B. WEEKS,

Clerk Moderator.
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WOMAN'S MISSIONARY UNION.

The anmal meeting of the Woman’s Missionary Union of thé
Santa Fe River Association was held on the evening of the second
day of the Association. The devotional exercises consisted of the
reading of selections of Scripture giving the voice of the New
Testament on missions. Prayer by Miss Mary A. Taylor, of
Tampa.

Mrs. Eva Bennett gave the song of welcome and was re-
sponded to by Mrs. F. J. Fowler.

The roll call was responded to by six W. M. U. and two Sun-
beam Bands.

Mesengers from several churches having no societies ex-
pressed a hope of organization in the near future.

Letters were read from the Home and Foreign Boards, after
which a collection was taken for missions.

Committees were appointed to solicit subscriptions for the
Home Field, Foreign Mission Journal and Florida Baptist Wit-
ness. .

Mrs. Merryman, the Associational Vice President. reported
two W. M. U. and two Sunbeam Bands organized since her ap-
pointment in April last. She reported eleven visits and seventy-
ty-five letters and thirteen postal cards written,

Urgent requests have been made from several churches for
the organization of ‘jeties.

Three public meetings have been held in connection with the
Sunday School Convention of our Association.

Mrs. Rosa E. Merryman, of Melrose, and Mrs. Susie Jackson,
of Gainesville, were elected Vice Presidents of the Woman’s Mis-
sionary Union of Florida for the Santa Fe River Association.

A most excellent talk was given by Miss Mary A. Taylor on
“Shining for Christ,” foliowed by a sonz, “Let the Lower Lights
Be Burning.” after which Miss Tayior dismissed the Union with
prayer. : Mrs. F. J. FOWLER,

Secretary.

CONSTITUTION.
-

1. This Association shall be called the Santa Fe River Bap-
tist Association.

2. This Association shall be composed of messengers from
Baptist churches, of which they must be members, maintaining
the Gospel discipline, and they must present letters from their re-
spective church\os certifying to their election as messengers.
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3. The object of this Association shall be the reunion of the
churches, the promotion of the true Gospel, and the dissemination
of Bible truth.

4. This Association shall meet annvally, on"the firet day of
which meeting it shall elect, by ballot, a Moderator, a Clerk and
a Treasurer.

5. Any Baptist church newly organized may become a mem-
ber of this Association by a letter petitioning for membership and
giving information concerning organization and presbytery and
by whom organized. Any church coming from another Associa-
tion may become a member of this Association by presenting
petitionary letter, accompanied by a letter of dismission from the
Association from which it comes.

6. This Association admits the right of any one of the
churches comprising it to withdraw by application for a letter
without assigning any reason for so doing. At the same time,
this Association claims the right to withdraw from any church
which departs from the principles of this compact by becoming
heterodox in faith or disorderly in practice.

7. This Association shall be deemed an advisory council and
shall treat the churches composing it as independent bodies in
all matters of self-government, and shall at no time interfere with
their rights.

8. This Association shall have an Executive Committee of
five, of which the Treasurer shall be a member ex-officio. The
other four members shall be elected annually by the Association,
no two members being from the same church. Thiree shall con-
stitute a quorum for business. The Executive Committee shall
elect its own chairman and secretary and shall have power to fill
vacancies.

9. The Associational mission work shall be under the con-
trol and supervision of the Executive Committee, and a!l mission-
aries shall make quarterly reports to them when called upon
to do so.

10. All churches shall be entitled to two messengers for the
first fifty members and one additional messenger for each twenty-
five members after the first fifty and for the major fraction
thereof. ,

11. It =hall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive and dis-
burse all funds of the Association, but oaly by order of the Asso-
ciation or Executive Committee.

12. This Constitution may be amended at any regular meet-
ing of the Association by a two-thirds vote of the messengers
present:
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Alachua
Campvi
Eliam. .
Orange :1.2:-
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Hampton
Hawthorne.
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E. Stokes, apville. ...
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> n, Gainesv

H. Gurney. Mounteoch
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