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Moxvay Moryiye, dctober 14.

10. Met pursnaiit to adjournment ; prayer by Father Broome,

11. Report of Business Committeo read and adopted. '

12. The Rules of Decorum were then read. .

13. Brethren of our Faith and Order invited to seats with us.

14. Correspondence from other Associations ealled for, and re-
ceived minutes from Bethel, Georgia, and West Florida Association.

15. The Circular Letter was read, and feferred to the Conunittee
on the Circultir. e Wb SN

16, Ordered to gontinue correspondence with Associations, as fol-
lows: Bethel, Georgia, Elders Houston and R. J. Mays and Brother
Gray to bear correspondence; West Florida Association, Elders
Blewett and Simmons and Brother Williams to bear cpm-si)ondmwe :
Alachua Association, Bast Flgrida, Elder R. Fryer anc Brethren
Isaac Townsend, and H. M. Frver to bear correspondence. Also,
Ordered, That we propose correspondence with the Ockloeknee and
Suwannee River Associations ; Elders Broome, Walker, and Lacy
to bear correspondence to the former, and Elder Cooper and Breth-
ren J. O. Goldwire and Richard Scruggs to the latter,

17. Brother E. G. Mays appointed to write Corresponding Letter,

18. Bretheen R. J. Mays, MeCall, and Wynn, wWere appointed a
Committee on Queries, -~ = ¢

19. The ease of the Tallahassee Church,was now taken up, and
after discnssion thereon, she was received into fellowship with the
Assoeiation. . B

20. Ordered o hold the next Association with Friendship Church,
Thomas.Couaty, Georgia, to commence Saturday before the second
Lord’s day in October, 1851.

21. Brother Polhill was appointed to write the next Cireular Lot-
ter, -

22. Brethren E. G, Mays and J. G. Dekle, who were appointed
a Committee at the last Association to correspond with the Southern
Baptist Board of Domestic Missions in relation to ministerial nid for
Tallahassee and Quiney, reported their proceedings, which were sat-
isfactory, and théir report aceeptéd.

23. Brother W. W. Maund was appointed to preach next Intro-
ductory Sermon, and Samuel C. Craft his alternate.

24. The Committee on Queries repgrt as follows ;

In answer to Bethesda Church, in regard to Antioch Chureh, that
we advise said Church to call 2 meeting, and invite helps from sister
Churches. i

In auswer to the query from Friendship Church, we reply, that
the Testament recognizes but tivo classes of offences, to wit: error
in doctrine and error in praetice, and the question of reception de.
pends on the manner in whieh these queries are determined,

25. The Committee on the Circular Letter, reported the same
back without any alterationsy which was adopted.
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ton of Clrchen L in, vk s it o
tion rel as Ve 2 )
Brethren R. Fryer, Polhill, and § 3 Coneord, M(’ , Flo-
ey, Brethres Blvmoti Wi oot By oot T
(:olnt;'. Florida, Brethren Wal trick! ™ ler.

27, On motion, took a recess till 2 o’clogk, P. M. i':'
B coording to appointment; prayer by Brother R. G.
mfi:dm‘ﬁmo Committee was read and adopted :—

30. The Committee on ces report. nothing Before
them, worthy of special notice.

and Wynn, were uppointed a

31. Bretheen R. G. Mays, Fores
Zgest at, ﬁe next Association a

Committee, to eonsider of, and

proper time for the ieeting of future Associations.
32. Brethren R. J. Mays, Forest, Cason, Fuller, and Shackelfozd,
were appointed a Committee to investigate and report on the subject

of Union Meetings, at 10 o’clo
33. The Corresponding Letter
34. The Committee on Educati
laid over for consideration till to-n

v.

morning.
35, Adjourned till 9 o’clock, w-m morning ; prayer by Bro. .,

ther R. J. Mays.

: o - Tumspav, Qetober 15,

36. Met pursuant to adj 3 prayer by the Moderator.

37. The Report of the Executive Committee was read and adopt-
ed: marked C. g ;

38. The Committee on Union Meetings, appointed yesterday, Re-
port, that they have had the subject under comidemign, and recom-
mend, with a view to meet all il
these meetings, that the present ling be done way, for the present,
and the first meeting be held with the Friendship Church ; the second
with Ebenezer, Jeflerson County ; third with Concord, Madison
Courity ; and the fourth mth&c ian Spring Chureh; and the
meetings to begi Friday morning,, 9 o'clock. :

1

Which Repo adopted. 5 ’

39. Resolved, That all Missi - operations of this Body be
submitted to an Exeeutive C ittee of five members, to be elected
by the Association. §pumet? ;

40. The Brethren Cooper, R. J. Mays, and Filler pointed
a Committee to devise and to the next Association, a p
for a permanent system. of M « ions for the -
The same Committee were also into consideration

and report as to the most practi method of imparting Religious

instruction to our black population. |

and give additional interest to-
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- 41. Brethren Fuller, Cooper, Laey, R. J. Mjjys, and Cason, were
appointed the Exeeulive Committee for the ensuing Associational
year. i :

“ 42, Brother Cooper Was re-clected Treasurer.

43, Ordered, That the Clerk have 1200 copies of Minutes printed,
and that he receive $20 for his sorviecs. ' i

44. Resolved, That Broher Ardis, the Pastor of this Chureh, be
requested to return the thanks of this Association to our Methodist
Brothren for their kindness in affording us the use of their House of
Lfomhip, during our present session: also, o the friends geoerally
of this vicinity for their kindness and hospitality towards us..

45. Resolved, That the  Christian Index,” published at Penfield,
Georgin, be recommended to the confidence, support, and patronage
of Florida Baptists. : .

46, The Treasurer’s Report was read and adopted : marked B.

47. The Report of the Committee on Edueation, which was laid
on the table yesterday evening, was now taken up, read, and adopt-
ed, (marked E,) and Elders H.Z. Ardis and W. B. Cooper and
Brethren John Casen, R. G. Mays, J. D. Réid, and T. W. Brevard,
and 8. B. Phomas and R. W. Patramore; Esqrs,, and Dr. B. Waldo

and Gen. J. S. Broome, were appointed Trustees in accordance with
its provisions.

48. Resolved, That to the Board of Trustees, named in the last
item sbove, be assigned the duty of fixing upon a name, and of pe-
titioning the Legislature for a dopation from the Semitary Fand of
the Stale of Florida, and also the appointment of Sub-Committees
or-Agents, a8 thought most desieable.

49, Adjourned 18 time and place named in item 20: prayer by
Brother James E. Broome.

W. B. COOPER, Moderator.

.

Sasvrn C. Crarr, Clerk.

——e

CIRCULAR LETTER
To the Churches comprising the Florida Association.

Dear Brethren :—In our present Cireular, we invite your serious
attention to the subject of self-examination, which we helieve to be
a duty soleninly enjoined in the seriptures, and equal, in point of im-
portance, to any other divinely imposed upon us.  Without self-ex-
amination, we never can know either our virtues or our vices. Very
objectionable traits of character, plain:to the view of others, remain
undiseovered to ourselves for years, and even through life. There
are Brethren so entirely blind to their defects of character, who,
when told of them, appear o be surprised that any one should ever

have thought sueh things of them: and these Brethren, when told
of their defeets, behave in such a manner as to show that they re-
ceive such faithful dealing as personal unkindness.  When we meet

)

SR e f”‘“*‘v"rvvg_grw-w;-ffw R

have led us subject of self-examination.
Brethren, the great A 0 n his second letter to
the Church st Corinth, (13.5) sa ourselves, whether
ye be in the faith ; prove your 1 in Galatians, 6:
3, 4, the same Apostle says: “ If any man think himself to be some-
thing, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himselt.” Taking these two
passages . we have seli-ignorance pre-supposed, and a com-

mand to eorreet that iguorance self.examiination ; and from this, -
we infer that ignorance of s must be eriminal. Does not
our own Savier, by implieation, elen%nhm his -digciples with
guilt, “when he up them i in not knowing
whutmmnernfmi:tinhe’ verd of ! And does it not appear rea-
sonable to us all ign. a sin, when the knowledge requi-
asked, is this knowledge attain-

far removed from
onl m, and long and
and way at any time eéngage in tion,
may gain the knowledge req i Then, Brethren, to this work let
us apply ourselves, determined, ifl possible, to find out what we really
are, whether good or bad.

And to procced, let us ask, are we, morally, intellectually,

conscience—n clear elevated

and lﬁj’ﬁc&lly' - Have we a
intellect ¢ is in our hearts, and have we honestly

accessible.  There is much imy
us, so that we ean attain unto it
assiduous application.  But

Do we know what

and properly estimated our capacities ! Have we examined
ourselves in these ts, 50 as fo prove whtwomlllyp( The
seriptures require ing short of demenstration, at the end of this
seli-oxamination : and yet we fedr that many of us have left undis-
tarbed those moral i the heart whieh have concealed
much of our inner-selves from partial inspection. We know
that it is a difficult thing to into the secret chambess of the
goul, and overturn and ransack tables of the heait, and discover

A sentiment “and every foul spirit and unholy
temper, which have entered into and which dwell there ; yet we be-
lieve we muy conduct this i to aseertain, in ,Fgood
degree, our eapac . and vices. If a man
is talentéd, may he not humbly and properly estimate his talents f—

s thinking more highly of himself,

We don't sce any neceseity of

-,
)
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in this respeet, than he ought to think.  And if a brother has & pure
conscience, may he not prove himself, in this respect, so that he may
feel an humble confidence  Lis pitreness of purpose, and integrity,
and uprightness of heart?” We think that it is our dncjy and ﬁ;
mto thus prove enrselves, so that we may say, like Job, « )

fou enqure .Mk:y iniquity, and search after my sin? Thou
knowest 1 am wicked;” and like Paul, I exercise myselfl to have
always a_conscience void of offence towards Ged
Thus self-examined and proven, we should have “ rejgieing in our-
selves, and not in another,” And, Brethren, how much peace and
comfort would result to us and our beloved Zion, were we all to thas
engage in self-examination, instead of being so seratinousin onr econ-
cern about others ! : :

But again, if a Qrother have evil in his heart, may he not, by a
sincere and honest examination, deteet his teigning vices, and there-
by be able to amend his ways and correct the evil 7 We shall insist
that it is his most solern duty to do this, and at the sanie time think
it quiite possible for him to do it ; vet we believe that it is much more
difficult for the brother, with an evil heart, to examine himsell suc-
cessfully, than one who has a pure conscience and an upright heart.
"Therefore, how important is it for one who has a proneness of heart
to any vice or viees, to always kecp a prayful watch over limself?

There are some bgethren so prone in their natures, that i appears
hard for them, at any*time and all times, to have correct views of
themselves ; while there are others wha, in times of peace and social

rards men.”

calm _ to manifest nothing objectionablo in this respeet; hut
let m arise in the community, involving them as a | r'tv in
the conflict, and then may the most humble® and self-al expeet
to find it extremely difficult to know limself as he should.  We have

no donbt but brethren, on examination, often find themselves, under
and after provocations, entertaining sentiments of heart and commit.
ting acts of which they had been accustomed to think themselves
morally incapable. Then, Brethren, these remarks suggest to us the
importance of self-examination, not only habitually or customarily,
but particularly in times of difficulty and trial.

Now, in bringing our Circular'to a close, permit us to urge the im-
portance of this duty from the great evils arising fiom the neglect of
it. An undue esteem”of ourselves—which is sure to result from self.
iznorance—will lead us ahead of our place in the service of the
sinctuary, and cause us to venture out upon daties which we are
not able to discharge; and thus expose ourselves, fo the injury of
the canse which we seek to promote, and the mortification of our
brethren, who loye and esteem us in our proper places.  And should
these forward servants in the cause, receive an intimation that their
efforts are not appreciated by their bréthren, they at once {ake it as
a pieee of great unkindness, and. fret themselves and annoy others
with their long cemplaints of the insupportable injustice with which
they have mef.

-
1
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CORRESPONDING LETTER.
The Florida Baytist Association o thase with shom she Corresponds

Dear Breruees :—We have mm ur Bodies,
by the hands of our Brethren, for
gratified that

We pray that the grace of God may you and us nnto eter-
nal life, . Our next Session will be helil with the Friendshi Chureh,

‘Thomas County, Georgia, ing Saturday before
Lord’s day in October, 1851, - E, Sty

’ i ,w n" £ 4 J )_ .
Saxprs G, Chirst Gtk - /T | COOPER, Modoraior,
: RSETRETL R 5 i

i FINANCE

the following objects, viz: et
For Domestic or Home Missdons,
L l-‘mf‘g - a
" African Mission, (Brother Bowin,
“ M‘m - Fs aidie s D e
Collection on Sabbath, e . i
Avopaiem SO 1Y Cp R R
? | roral, |

Rcs'mclfulll\' sipbitted,
#:18. FULLER,

>

Chairman.
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TREASURER'S REPORT—B.

 Paid out by order of the Executive Conumittee, a8 follows:
\/ 'To the Southern Baptist«Philanthrgpic Society, . 8112 00 -
| « s American Sunday School, % . R
I « & Rev, Ze G. Wheeler, Domestic Missionary, - 100 00
“ o o« u‘, R. l_"ryer, “ 5% “ % mw
¥ @ « o« W.B. Cooper, Colporteur and Missionary, 75 00
Bty R "
bt ) Total, 8437 00
On hand, | U A Clzggg e
Sebscsintion, : Nt ;
b'?'Tlm doubtful, - 200
A ; £38 50

o Respectfully submitted. ?
i W. B. COOPER, Treasurer.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE'S REPORT—C.
~ The Committee to whom was subumitted the Missionary operations
of the past year, heg leave to Report:
Thiat immmediately after the session of this body last year, we held
a meeting in Monticello, at which it was resolved, in yiew of the va-
rious considerations presented before ue, to employ in the field two
Missionaries ; one in the Eastern and one in the Southern bounda-
ries of the gssceiation. . ¢ ; S ey
Your Committee seeured the services’ of Brother Ryan Fryer in
the East, and Brother Z. G. Wheeler in the West: each to receive,
as eompensation, from the Association $100, over and above what

= the Churehes in the vicinity or bounds of their labors might be dis-

posed to give tliem.

Brother Fryer has reported to your Committee, as the result of
his mission and labor under God, the Baptism of thirty-five hopeful
converts, assisted in the ordination of one Deacon, and the consti-
tution of one Chureh. He has reccived from the Churches $7 50,

Brother Wheeler reports having reecived by Baptism twenty-three
converts, and seven by Restoration, having established several new
places of worship, and there are ready at those places members for

Bk tton o1 taro aew Clastehons that he' e ed (within ©
the b&dﬂ of is labors) in the constitation of one Chureh; thathe -

has received from the hands of friends the sum of 88 00 during tho
The Assosiation having submitted to this Committge the control

~ of their funds for Sabbath School, Baptist and other standard works,
Report, that they have invested for standard works the sum of $112
the Southern Baptist Philanthropic Society, which books have:

been reeeived, and about ond-fourth part of them have been sold at
Charleston wholesale r’ri'ces. : i
For Sabb:.uh School Books, the sum of fifty dollars was invested

* Church, under ftem 50, beg Yeavo tof Report: :
"That they have had the various subjects embraced in said item,

tribute those other works through the eonfimunity ; and for these ser
ﬁouwehveawmbdl@hin e sdme propo the other Mis-

sionaries. } : ol
" In the Sabbath School enterprise| he has aided and established

_two schools in each of the Counties pf Thomas and Lowndes, Geor-
gia; in Hawilton, Florida, one ; Madison, Florida, five ; in Jefferson,

two, and in Leon, one.
Respectfully submitted.
4w B. 8. FULLER,
- Chairman Eveculive Commiltee,
§ ® ) R s W P08
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION—D.
The Committee appointed by the last Association of the Baptist

under the most earnest and serious eonsideration, and have arrived
at the eonclusions hereanto-attaehed ’thatistomy;‘ S ;

1. They decm it _altogether proper, and -in aceordanee with the
" and real spirit of the Baptist Church, that they should adopt all
availalle means for the diffusion of | knewledge and truth throughout '

the scope of their operations; and ¢onsec % A ¢

2. 'They recommend the establishrment of an institution of a lite-
rary character, that shall ultimately. extend its character, as the
‘means may be ebtained, &e., as to afford the means of edueation
to all elasses of the community. B

3. They have fixed npon Madison Court House, in Madison Coun-
ty, Florida, as the best’and most cligible location for sueh literary
institution. ; ; ¢ X

_4. Under the above views, they appointed sub-committees to
eure subseriptions in advance of the enterprise, and also to fix upon
the particular loeality » said commitees upon subseription have made
no T&, saving the committee for| Madison County, who have ob-
tained subscription to the amount of § ——. . ? :

The committee of loeality. seleeted the site at the South-west ex-
tremity of the village of Madison, and Mr. R. W. Parramaore kindly

offered the Association twenty acres of landfas a gragafty for a site

for the huildings. R
5, That a Board of seven Trustécs be appointed, UIIDMW
charge of the donationg and subscriptions for this purpose, and shall

L]
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kame
© and material which a majority of the Board of Trustoes may. deter.

w | <8

proceed at anee 1o the arganization of & gond sehoal in the building
on the premiges hereinbefore designated, and who shall have power
to expend the further sum of $——o' out of any mopeys whi
they may receive, in the cmployment of teachers and purchase
necessary apparatus, the ereetion of additional’ buildings .

ises : nwhn(k‘iﬁnmlbuldingntnboofﬂmphnlﬂdlﬁa

£

< -~ :
mine, ‘ e !
6. That & further committee bevappointed by the Association 10 !
obtain subseriptions for the Institution thronghout the hounds of the g ,
Association, and elsewhere, and pay over the same to the Board of '. 3 )
7. That the Board of Trustees shall . rt to the next \Wuﬁon i
a complete system for the conduet of ;!; Literary Institution. -
= ' CONSTITUTION Ay .
oF ThE ‘ o ( : é )
FLORIDA BAPTIST ASSOCIATION. -
1. This Association shall be known by the name of the Florida ]

2. The Association shall be ¢omposed of members chosen by the .
respective in its wnion, not to exceed two ors feom
each Church, who shall be duly authorized by letter to ‘represent the

] at- exeh wéssion of the Ae. '
sociation, ¢ cir respeetiye members in full fellow-
chip; these Baptized, received by Letter, Restored, Dismissed, Ex. ;
communicated, and Dead, since the last session, i

4. Believingit to be proper, on account of the diversity of opin-
ion among men, as to the import of the seripture doctrines contained ‘ ;
in the Old and New Testaments, to declare our helief and understand- i
ing thereof, we therefore append our belief in twelve articles, and |

them, with our Minates, to the Baptist denomination, -

5. The Association, when convened, shall be governed by a reg-
ular and proper décorum. A Moderator and a Clerk shall be eho- :
sen by the votes of the members present, who shall hold their office
till the next session of the body, and until their suceessors are elected.
The Moderatorshall preside at the meetings of the Association, and
t": Clerk ghall record the proceedings thercof, and prepare them for

6. The Association, thus organized, shall have no power to lord & -
over God's heritage, nor infringe wpon the internal rights of any

07 i

Cha i i oMLY 9
itted into this union

£, ly constitated Chirches may be
upen application by letter and delegates 3 and iff upon

-lh,t-min:t:,)andtbeoﬂmm*dlm&ir&;of > members
other matters in this A tion shall be by & wajority

{ votes, &
1 l'l. The Association have power, 1st, To provide for the
general union of the Chure o give the Clrches advice in
matters of diffieulty.  3d, To into the course of any Church
failing to be- k eetings of the Association. dth,

3 Counte: Widdte P g-m
the 16th day of October, 1843,
i ? s OF « 7
Sawver C. Cravr, Clerk.: e 3
. k) g TR ko ) :
ARTICLES OF FAITH OF THE FLORIDA ASSOCIATION
1. We believe in one only tre and living God, and “SCH‘W 3
Ghost. et £ b it b b
e e i e e
are ] the e L -SEG e, 5

AN i

L. We believe in the doctrine of eternal and particular election
- IV. We believe in the doetrine of original sin. . bl St
{7.w:benms':m ;mw:”&w« the
1V Wo et s e i i e gt of i
-.:wig. o God’s elect s MM&
sanctified by the G i) ) :

1M— u;‘_"_’.ﬂ.'}?!‘..‘,‘

1
|
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VI Webelbwthguhoiainhihll;m' in grace and never
finally fall ."y. ” & e S FrA i 'rt.
IX?WeMM.Bnmm and the Lord's Supper are_ ordinan-
ces of Jesus Christ: that nothing is Baptism except immersion ; that
believers are the only subjects of this ordinance, and that none but
Blgindld_hmmanidedmpn&kenfﬂm'md’s&mr. 2
We believe in the resurrection of the' dead and a general judg-
ment. g Ny
XI. We bélieve that the punishment of the wicked will be ever-

lasting, and the joys of the us will be'eternal, A

XIL We believe that no Ministers have s right to administer the
ordinances, only such as are regnlarly called and have come under -
the imposition of the hinds of the Preshytery.

W. B. CQOPER, Moderator,
- v

Saxvres C, Cur;r, Clerk.

Rules of Decorum for the Florida Baptist Association.

L. At every meeting of the Association, the Moderator shall eall
the members to order, and eguse the lerk to read the minutes of
the preceding Assoeiation. ; u i

2. The Moderator shall preservo onder, shall speak on points of
order in prefercnce to othér members, and shall decide questions of
order, subject to an appeal to the Astociation when requested by
any two members, :

3. The Mode shall put all questions distinetly in this form :
“ As manyas are in avor (as the question may be) say aye;” and,
after the affirmative vofee is taken, “as many as are of a c:onlz'ar‘yl
opinion, say no.” If doubtful which voice in the majority, it sha
be decided by rising and eounting.

4. The Moderator shull’ appoint Committees, except in cases of

“appointment by hallpt.

5. In all cases of ballot, the Moderater may vote; in other cases

a'shall not vote, unless the Association he equally divided, or unless

vote, if given to the minority, will make the division equal ; in
that ease the question shall be lost. ;

6. When any member is about to speak in debate, he shall rise and -
address himself respectfully to the Moderator. .

7. If any member while speaking, or otherwise, transgress the
rules of decorum, the Moderator shall, or any member may, call him
to order, : b s gl v

‘8. When two or more membets rise at the same time, the Mode-
rator shall determing who is first entitled fo the floor.

9. No member shall indulge unkind remark in debate; nor shall

- any member speak more than twice on the same question without =

leave of the Association, nor more than ance, until every member
chodsing to speak shall have done %o, s .
10. While any member is addressing the Association, it shall he

‘\‘l

-

e SO

. di'l <ok ‘ a q‘eﬁ on m
"‘_ i et forth, and when the sub-

ded without debate.
16. Any member may

PO e

- e
19. These rules may
full of the Association.
m_-m Associntion shall be
day, é&“b’-@e‘l’m

oo b rronfl s S

 shall be acted ;
Sawvsr C. Cravr, Clork. - |







