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Prayer by Elder H. H. Sturgis.
In the absence of the former Moderator, the association was called to 

order by E. H. Rennolds, former Clerk.
On motion of Bro. P. L. Durisoe, Elder W. B. Hare, of Sumterville 

Church, was called to act as Moderator pro tern.
The pastor and officers of Union Level Church, together with Bros. W. 

J. Hughes and P. L. Durisoe, were appointed a committee on divine ser
vice.

The letters from the churches were read by Elders A. E. Cloud and 
Frank DeCourcy, and the messengers’ names enrolled as follows:

LIST OF MESSENGERS.
Brooksville—Elder H. H. Sturgis, J. B. Law.
Center Hill--S. D. Futch.
Cool Spring—Not represented.
Crystal River—H. D. Edwards, W. B. Edwards.
Eden—J. B. Higginbottom, J. B. Jackson.
Equity—Elder W. R. Coggins.
Harmony—By letter.
Lake Kerr—Not represented.
Lake Weir—W. H. Fields.
Lecanto—Elder George Frederick.
Leesburg—J. H. Richards, F. M. Chiles, W. R. Matthews.
Midway—E. H. Rennolds.
Ocklawaha Bridge—Elder W. J. Hughes, P. L. Durisoe.
Pleasant Plains—Not represented.
Pine Level—S. K. Revels, J. T. Perry, J. C. Stapp, A. J. Perry, W. S. 

Grimes.
Sardis—Elder Joshua Perry, C. B. Perry.
Shady Grove—James Priest, G. T. L. Watson.
Sumterville—Elders W. B. Hare and Frank DeCourcy.
Wildwood—G. W. Huntsman.
The permanent organization was then effected by the election of Elder 

W. B. Hare as Moderator, and the re-election of E. H. Rennolds as Clerk, 
by acclamation, under a suspension of the rules.

Prayer was offered by Elder A. E. Cloud, of Jonesboro, Ga.
The introductory sermon was delivered by Elder W. J. Hughes; text, 

Matt. xxi. 28: “ Son, go work to-day in my vineyard.”
Adjourned one hour for refreshments.
Prayer by Elder Joshua Perry.



At 10:30 a. m. the Sunday-school services were opened by Bro. E. H. 
Rennolds, and an address was delivered by Elder Frank DeCourcy.

At 11 a. M. the missionary sermon was delivered by Elder A. E. Cloud, 
of Jonesboro, Ga.; text, Daniel ii. 44: “And in the days of these kings 
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in 
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.”

At 2 p. m. Elder J. W. McNamara preached; text, Matt. xii. 31, 32.

Visiting brethren were invited to seats with the association. Elder A. 
E. Cloud, of Elint River Association, Georgia, accepted.

Bro. H. H Hudgens was received as a corresponding messenger from 
Marion Association

On motion of E. H. Rennolds, the rules were amended so as to allow 
each church two messengers, and an additional one for each twenty-five 
members, or fractional part thereof, in excess of fifty.

The Moderator announced the following committees:
Sunday-schools—S. D. Futch, J. T. Perry, L. L. Aiken.
Finance—P. L. Durisoe, J. H. Richards, W. R. Matthews.
Missions—H. H. Sturgis, F. M. Chiles, G. W. Huntsman. 
Letters and Queries—W. J. Hughes, H. G. Edwards, J. J. Brown. 
Periodicals—J. B. Law, W. H. Fields, J. B. Jack-on.
Temperance—Frank DeCourcy, S. K. Revels, W. R. Coggins.
Deceased Ministers and Deacons—Joshua Perry, W. B. Edwards, J. B. 

Higginbottom
Woman’s Work—W. J. Hughes, W. S. Grimes, J. C. Stapp.
To Redistrict the Association—E. H. Rennolds, J. H. Richards, W. J. 

Hughes
The Committee on Divine service reported as follows:
To-night. Elder H. H. Sturgis to preach in the church, and Elder Joshua 

Perry at Blue Spring schoolhouse.
Sabbath morning, at 10 o’clock, Sunday-school services, conducted by 

Brethren E. H. Rennolds and P. L. Durisoe; 11 a. m., missionary sermon 
by Elder A. E. Cloud; 2 p. M., Elder Frank DeCourcy; Sunday night, 
Elder W. J. Hughes, sermon on temperance; at Blue Spring schoolhouse, 
Elder 11. H. Sturgis.

On motion of Bro. P. L Durisoe, adjourned till 9 a. m., Monday.
Prayer by Elder W. J. Hughes.



DECEASED MINISTERS AND DEACONS.

Elder William Johnson, the former Moderator of this association, whose 
labors in the harvest-field God crowned with abundant success. He leaves 
many friends and relations to mourn his loss, but we trust their loss is his 
eternal gain, and we extend them our deep sympathy.

Also, Deacons J. H. Chiles, of Leesburg, and Isaiah Fort, of Harmony 
Church. We extend to the sister churches our deep sympathy, and trust 
that they may find that their loss is for God’s glory and the eternal gain 
of the deceased.

Joshua Perry,
J. B. Higginbottom, 
W. B. Edwards,

Pending the motion to adopt, remarks were made by Bros. Joshua Perry.
E. H. Rennolds, and W. B. Hare (E. H. Rennolds in the chair), and 
adopted.

Bro. F. DeCourcy read the report on

TEMPERANCE.

Prayer by Elder A. E. Cloud.
The minutes of Saturday’s proceedings were read, corrected, and adopted.
Bros. F. DeCourcy, W. B. Edwards, and J. J. Brown were appointed a 

Committee on Ministerial Education.
Bro. J. J. Brown read the report on deceased ministers and deacons, as 

follows:



The report was discussed by Bros. F. DeCourcy, E. H. Rennolds, W. J.
Huglies, J. W. McNamara, H. 11. Sturgis, W. B. Hare (E. H. Rennolds in 
the chair), and A. E. Cloud, and then adopted.

Bro. H. H. Sturgis read the following report on

MISSIONS.

H. H. Sturgis,

F. M. ChiLes,
G. W. Huntsman.

The discussion of this report was participated in by Bros. Joshua Perry, 
Frank DeCourcy, W. J. Hughes, and J. B. Haralson, and adopted.

Bro. E. H. Rennolds offered the following preamble and resolution:

FRANK DECOURCY, 
W. R. Coggins, 
S. K. Revels,



W. B. Hare
W. J. Hughes
E. H. Rennolds
H. H. Sturgis 
G. W. Huntsman 
W. H. Polk
S. K. Revels 
W. S. Grimes 
S. D. Futch
W. R. Coggins 
L. L. Aiken
J. B. Haralson 
J. B. Law
F. M. Chiles
H. D. Edwards 
J. H. Richards

J. T. Perry
P. L. Durisoe
W. R. Matthews
J. B. Higginbottom
Sister Durisoe
Miss Willie Barksdale
W. H. Fields
Joshua Perry
J. C. Priest
W. B. Edwards
G. T. L. Watson
J. S. Perry, Jr
C. B. Perry

A motion prevailed that we engage in special prayer for a blessing on 
the work, which was led by Elder A. E. Cloud.

Adjourned one hour for refreshments.

Bro. J. B. Law read the following report on

PERIODICALS.

J. B. LAW,
W. H. Fields, 
J. B. Jackson,

Bro. J. J. Brown read the following report on

LETTERS AND QUERIES.

Bro. W. J. Hughes moved that we proceed to take pledges for Associa
tional missions, with the following result:



Bro. S. D. Futch read the following report on

SUNDAY-SCHOOLS.

W. J. Hughes,
H. G. Edwards, 
J. J. Brown,



Pending a motion to adopt, remarks were made by Bros. L. L. Aiken, J. 
B. Law, and H. D. Edwards, and adopted.

Bro. W. J. Hughes read the report on

woman’s work.

We would further recommend our 
sisters to send 50 cents each to Sister N. A. Bailey, of Micanopy, Fla.,and 
secure a copy of The Heathen Helper, published in the interest of woman’s 
work.

W. J. Hughes,
W. S. Grimes, 
J. C. Stapp,

Remarks were made by Bro. W. J. Hughes, and the report was adopted. 
Bro. J. H. Richards read the following:

S. D. Futch, 
L. L. Aiken,
J. S. PERRY, Jr.,



Brooksville
Cool Spring
Crystal River
Center Hill
Eden
Equity
Harmony
Lake Kerr
Lake Weir
Leesburg
Lecanto
Midway
New Hope
Oak Grove
Ocklawaha Bridge
Palatlakaha
Pleasant Plains
Pine Level
Sumterville
Shady Grove
Sardis
Union Level
Wildwood
Collected by Elder H. H. Sturgis 
Unknown (for Cuba)

REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE.



MINISTERIAL EDUCATION.

FRANK DeCoURCY,
W. B. Edwards,
J. J. Brown,

A motion to adopt elicited remarks from Bros. Frank DeCourcy, W. J. 
Hughes, W. B. Hare (E. H. Rennolds in the chair), and H. H. Sturgis, 
and a collection amounting to $12 was taken to assist Bro. W. T. Hender
son at Mercer University. The report was adopted.

Bro. E. H. Rennolds read the report of the

REDISTRICTING COMMITTEE.

E. H. RENNOLDS,
J. H. RICHARDS, 
W. J. Hughes,

Bro. L. L. Aiken moved that a committee of one from each district be 
appointed to work in the Sunday-school interest. The Moderator ap
pointed Bros. P. L. Durisoe, L. L. Aiken, J. B. Law, and F. M. chiles.

Bro. Joshua Perry moved that the thanks of this body be tendered to the 
Union Level Church and community for the hospitable entertainment en-

Bro. Frank DeCourcy read the following report on



Elder W. B. Hare was appointed to preach the introductory sermon be
fore the next session, with Elder J. B. Haralson, alternate; and Elder 
Frank DeCourcy was appointed to preach the missionary sermon, with 
Elder J. H. Gurry, alternate.

Delegates to the state convention to meet in Jacksonville, November 11, 
1885: Elders H. H. Sturgis, J. B. Haralson, W. R. Goggins, W. J. Hughes, 
and Bros. Dr. E. C. Hood, E. H. Rennolds, L. L. Aiken, J. B. Higgin
bottom, F. M. Chiles, and S. D. Futch.

On motion of Elder Joshua Perry, it was resolved that any member of 
this association bearing a copy of our minutes be requested to act as mes
senger to any of our corresponding associations.

The following preamble and resolutions were read by Bro. Frank De
Courcy:

Whereas, Bro. J. W. McNamara did preach yesterday, in the hearing of 
this body, doctrines contrary to and condemning the articles of faith as 
held by this association and Baptists generally; therefore be it

Resolved, That we, as the Alachua Association, declare non-fellowship 
for Bro. McNamara as a Baptist minister.

Resolved, That we recommend Equity' Church (of which Bro. McNamara 
is a member), at its next conference, to withdraw his credentials, thus de
claring him no longer a Baptist minister.

Resolved, That Bro. W. R. Coggins be requested to secure a copy of 
these resolutions from the Clerk, and present it to his church (Equity) at 
its next conference.

Bro. W. J. Hughes moved the adoption of the resolutions, pending 
which they were discussed by Bros. J. W. McNamara, W. R. Coggins, P. 
L. Durisoe, W. J. Hughes, H. H. Sturgis, and W. B. Hare (E. H. Ren
nolds in the chair). The resolutions were adopted.

Bro. Joshua Perry moved that we adjourn to meet at Pine Level Church, 
near Oxford, Marion County, Florida, on Saturday before the fourth Sun
day in October, 1886.

E. H. RENNOLDS, Clerk.

W. B. Hake, Moderator.

joyed during the present session, and also that a thank-offering in the way 
of a collection be given to assist the church in completing its house of 
worship. The motion prevailed, and a collection of $10 was taken up.

Bro. W. J. Hughes moved that the clerk be paid $15 for preparing the 
minutes, and be instructed to have the minutes printed and distributed.

The following named brethren were appointed the Executive Committee 
for the ensuing year: Frank DeCourcy (chairman), P. L. Durisoe, Dr. E. 
C. Hood, J. T. Perry, E. H. Rennolds, and W. R. Matthews (treasurer).



A. E. Cloud.............................................................................. Lady Lake.
W. B. Carson...........................................................................Candler.
W. R. Coggins........................................................................Stanton.
J. H. Curry................................................................................Lady Lake.
George Frederick..................................................................Mansfield.
A. B. Goodwin.......................................................................Leesburg.
W. J. Hughes.........................................................................Grahamville.
W. B. Hare.............................................................................. Sumterville.
W. H. House............ .............................................................. Lady Lake.
J. B. Haralson.................................... ....................................Crystal River.
J. P. Parker.............................................................................Moss Bluff.
Joshua Perry..........................................................................Oxford.
A. W. Peck...............................................................................Sligh.
H. H. Sturgis......................................................................... Brooksville.
J. P. Smith............................................................ ................... Wildwood.

LICENTIATE.

W. T. Henderson................................................ Macon, Ga.

MINISTERS’ POST-OFFICES.



Brooksville
Center Hill
Cool Spring
Crystal River
Eden
Equity
Harmony
Lake Kerr
Lake Weir
Lecanto
Leesburg
Midway
New Hope
Ocklawaha Bridge 
Pleasant Plain 
Pine Level
Sardis
Shady Grove
Sumterville
Union Level
Wildwood

Hernando 
Sumter
Sumter
Hernando 
Hernando 
Sumter
Marion 
Marion 
Marion
Hernando 
Sumter 
Sumter
Marion 
Marion
Marion 
Sumter
Marion
Hernando 
Sumter
Marion 
Sumter

F. DeCourcy
F. DeCourcy
W. B. Hare
J. B. Haralson 

H. H. Sturgis
J . P. Smith 
W. J. Hughes
J. H. Curry
Geo. Frederick

G. J. Johnson 
W. J. Hughes

W. B. Carson
W. J. Hughes
J. H. Curry 
Joshua Perry 
Geo. Frederick

F. DeCourcy 
J. B. Haralson
J. P. Smith

J. C. Law
T. W. Spicer

A. M. Cason
W. B. Edwards 
J. M. Hedick
W. P. Ebbs
W. E. Martin 
W. P. Williamson 
Alfred Ayer
Joseph Rice
J. H. Richards 
E. H. Rennolds 
P. W. Whiteside 
C. T. Henderson 
J . H Parramore
J. C. Stapp
K. B. Perry
James Priest
T. W. Graham 
J. J. Brown
G. W. Huntsman

Brooksville 
Center Hill 
Sumterville 
Crystal River
Add
Lady Lake 
Moss Bluff
Norwalk
N. Lake Weir 

Lecanto 
Leesburg

Grange Home 
Ocala

Grahamville 
Grahamville 
Oxford
Oxford
Stage Pond 
Sumterville 
Heidtsville 
Wildwood

W. S. Jordan, J. B. Law
T. W. Spicer
E. M. C. Duncan
J. N. Hedick

C. F. Benson

E. H. Rennolds

O. S. Bogue

A.H Helvenston
S. W . Bayzer, L. L. Aiken

STATISTICAL TABLE OF THE ALACHUA ASSOCIATION.



ELDER WILLIAM JOHNSON, 
Our Former Moderator.

DEACON JAMES H. CHILES, 
Of Leesburg Church.

DEACON ISAIAH FORT, 
Of Harmony Church.

In Memoriam.



Rev. William Johnson was born in Barnwell District, South Carolina, 
January 9, 1803.

Poor, young, and unlearned, he married, February 26, 1824, Miss Per
melia Hamilton.

During the late war, he lost his wife, and married Mrs. 
Susan Edmonds, who lived but a short time. He married for his third 
wife Miss Georgiana Tyson, who survives him, with three (or four) chil
dren

Elder Johnson was converted in 1829, and was baptized by Rev. Prescot 
Bush, and united with Darien Church, Barnwell District, but soon after 
united with Philippi church, and was active in the constitution of Edisto 
Association. In 1835 he was ordained by William B. Johnson, D. D., 
Peter Galloway, John Landrum, and Joseph Morris. He was from that 
time active in the ministry till his removal to Florida, and was Moderator 
of the Edisto Association.

SKETCH OF REV. WILLIAM JOHNSON.



Constitution of the Alachua Baptist Association.



By-Laws.



Articles of Faith.



Elder Frank DeCourcy, Chairman, Brooksville.
Dr. E. C. Hood,...................................North Lake Weir.
J. Tom Perry,...................................Oxford.
P. L. Durisoe,........................................... Grahamville.
E. H. Rennolds,...................................Orange Home.

P. L. Durisoe,......................................... Grahamville.
L. L. Aiken,..........................................Heidtsville.
J. B. Law,......................................... Brooksville.
F. M. Chiles,...........................................Leesburg.

Elder W. B. Hare, Moderator, . Sumterville.
Bro. E. H. Rennolds, Clerk, . . Orange Home.
Bro. W. R. Matthews, Treasurer, . Leesburg.


