


AT a Quarterly Meeting· of the CHARITABLE BAPTIST 
SociETY, holden in the Vestry of the First Baptist 
Meeting-House, on Monday Evening, March 10, 1828, 

NICI-IOLAS BROWN,. EsQ. Moderator. 
Voted, That the Charter of this Society be priJ.lted 

for the information of its members, together w1th such 
Minutes of the So<;-iety's meetings, preceding ancl- fol

' lowing the time of its organization, as may be thought 
advisable, and as tending to excite a greater zeal and 
interest in the important objects thereof. 

Voted, That N rcHOLAS BROWN, Esq. be a Commit
tee for attending to the publication of the same. 

Attest-SILVANUS G. MARTIN, Clerlc. 
............. 

PROVIDENCE, MARCH 11, 1828. 
. J certify that the above is a true copy from the Records as 

recorded by me. 
Attest-SILVANUS G. MARTIN, Clerk. 

, 

AT a meeting of the Baptist Society in the town of Providenc!>l, 
-at the house of Mr. Daniel Cahoon, on .Friday evening, February 
11, 1174. 

Resolved, That we will all hear·tily un ite as one man, in all 
},nvful ways and means to promote the good of this Society ; and 
particularly attend to and revive the affair of building a meeting
house, for the public worship of ALMIGHTY GoD, and also for 
holding Commencement in. 

Resolved, 'l'hat this Society convene again on Monday evening 
next, at Mr. Joseph Brown's, to consider of proper measures to 
accomplish the above purposes. 

At a meeting of the Baptist Society at the house of Mr. Joseph 
Brown, on Monday evening, February 14, 1774, Rev. James 
Manning was chosen Moderator, and James Arnold, Clerk. 

Resolved, That a new lot be procured, on which to build a new 
meeting-house, providfld one can be had on suitable terms. 

II. That a subscription be drawn for the purpose of purchasing 
a lot, and building a meeting-house thereon. · 

III. That :Mr. William l:tussell be requested to purchase a lot 
foy the above purpose . 
· IV. That this Society will abide by and perform whatever 
contract or contracts the said Mr. Russell shall make, respecting a 
lot or lots, for the purpose aforesaid. 

V. That Messrs. John Brown, Daniel Cahoon, John Jenckes 
and Arthur Fenner, jun. be a committee to advise with Mr. 
Russell, in all things concerning the purchasing the lot aforesaid. 

VI. That this meeting be adjourned until notice from the above 
committee; then to meet again at the house of Mr. Joseph Brown. 

At a meeting of the Baptist Society at the house of Mr. Joseph 
Brown, on 'Vednesday evening, February If), 1774, Rev. James 
Manning, Moderator, and Daniel Cahoon, Clerk. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this S ociety be presented to Mr. 
'Villiam Russell, for his very acceptable and important services 
to the Society in purchasing a lot of land o.f Mr. John Angell, for 
them. 
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11. That the names of all benefactors to this Society, pa rticil
lar!y subscnbers for a lot and meetino--house to<Tether witl1 the 

. . 0 ' b 
respective sums by them gtven, be entered on the Society's records, 
to be preserved to perpetuity, in grateful remen~bnmce of the 
donors. - - -

At a meeting of the Baptist Society at the house of Mr. Nicho
las Brown, February 21, ] 774, Rev. James Manning, Moderator, 
Nicholas Brown, Clerk. 

Resolved, That Mess·rs. Joseph Brown at1d Jonathan Hammond, 
go as son I? as may be to Boston, af the expense of the Society, in 
order to VIew the different churches and meeting-houses there; and 
to m_ake a memoraudum of their several dimen sions and forms of 
architecture; and ge t information of their cost as minutely as 
they can. Also that Messrs. J ohn Brown, Daniel Cahoon and 
Comfort "Vheaton, be added to them in committee , anJ mal(e a 
ca!culatwn of the cost of a house 70 by 90 feet, whether built of 
bnck or wood, _with a towe_r 20 feet square, and steeple with a bell 
and clock ; wh!ch calculatiOn, together with _the report from Bos
ton, sh~Il be: lmd before the Society at their next m eeting. 

II. 'Ihat Mr. Nicholas Brown procure a o-ood and sufficient 
deed , to be signed by Mr. William Russell, co~veying the land he 
lately p~rchased of Mr. John Angell, to this Society. 

III. That Messrs. John Jenckes , Nieholas B rown, Joseph 
Brown,_ Edward Thurber, Benjamin · Thurber, Daniel Cahoon, 
Natha mel W~eaton , Aaron l\'Iason , be looking out and contractino
for ~he oak. timber, on the b~st terms they can; not giving th~ 
particular dimenswns, r.mti! alter the next meeting. 

.At a meeting of the Baptist Society, at the brick school -house, 
(near the C?urt-House) March, 1774, Mr. David Howell, Mod-
erator, Darnel Cahoon, Clerlt . . 

Resolved, That Messrs. J oseph Brown, Jonathan Hammond 
and Comfort 'Vheaton, be a committee to make a draft of a house 
~0 ~y 70 feet, ~ogetht:r with a tower and steeple ; ancl to make a1~ 
mvoice of the timber, and other materials, and ascertain the prices 
of the same; and that they make report of the same to the Socie~ 
ty, -at theih next meeting. 

II. That the house be built of wood and the roof slated . 
. III. That Mr. John Brown be requested to buy for the Society, 

etther the whole or part of Mr. Amaziah Waterman's lot 
adjoining that which Mr. William Russell has arrreed to convey t~ 
the Society. " 

.A.t a meeting ofthe Baptist Society, March 7, 1774, Rev. James 
1\:[mming, Moderator, James Arnold, Clerk • 

. Reso~1Jed, That the former vote of this Society, ascertaining the 
(hmenswns of the meetmg-house to be 90 by 70 feet be disannul
led ; and that s.aid house be built 80 feet square. 

5 

At a meetin o· of the Baptist Society in Providence, at the Bap~ 
ti ~ t mco ting-h ~use , on Mo nday , ~pril25, 1774, the Rev. Jam~~ 
M11nniug, ~l oJorutor, aud Benpmm Stelle, chosen standmg Clerk 
t<> Maid So · ioty. 

R 1•sotou1, Tho t a petition be presented to ~h_e Honourable ~~n
nd ARso rnbly, p rayiug that a Charter co':tammg certam pnv1le-

g1•H n.ud imm unities, may be gran~ed to said _SocJety. . 
J l. 'fhnt the Rev . James Mannmg, Ephrauu Wheaton, N!cholas 

) ~ t·own, Davit! Howell and Benjamin Thurbe r, be a comm_tttee to 
d1'nft a pl nn of a Charter, and present the same to the Society for 
approbation, as soon as may be. . _ . 

111. 'That M r. John B rown be the committee man for carrymg 
en the building of the new meeting-house f?r said Society. . 

JV. That Messrs. John Jenckes, Dame! Cahoon, Eph:·mm 
W heaton, Nathanie l 'Wheaton, Daniel Tilli nghast, Joseph _Brown, 
Willittm Rnssell, Edward Thurber, Nicholas Brown, Chnstophel' 
Sheldon a nd Benjamin Thurber, they or the ';11ajor part of them, 
be a standing committee, to _assi~t and adVl_sc With Mr .. John 
B row n, in locating a nd carrymg !llto executiOn the bu!ldmg of 
the new meetin g-bouse , and any other busm_ess that may ~e 
thou o- ht necessary dur ing the recess of the Soc1et.l:", and t~at saHl 

ommit t.oc meet every Monday even lll g, or oftener If need 
r ·qui re, at Auch plners as they from ti1n to time shall thi nlt proper. 

V. ~L' h nt the Tr nsurc r, Mr. Ephraim '\7heaton, be ordered to 
col lect the subscr iptions as soon as may be, and pay them to Mr. 
John B rown, committee man for build ing the house, and that l11il 

give said Brown ge neral orders to colle<;t. subscriptions-also 
whose rece ipt for the same shall be a sufficient discharge to the 
subscribers. 

At a meeting of the Baptist Society, May 2, 1774, the Rev. 
J ames Mannina-, Moderator. 

The committee appointed for drafting a plan of a Charter, for 
the purpose of incorporating a number ~f p~rsons - o~t of the. Bap
tist Society, to be known by the name of 77te Ch.antable Bapt~s·t 
Society, in Providence, presented the same, and after some amend
ments and alterations, was unanimously accepted. 

Resol1Jed, That M r. Nicholas Brown act as Moderator, Mr. 
Daniel Cahoon as Treasurer, and Mr. Benjamin Stelle as Glerk, 
to the Charitable llaptist Society, for the ensuing year. 
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THE CIIA RTER. 
' By the Honourable the G . 

1
"**"'"'*-t+#>< English Colony of Rl d I I ovetnor and Company of the 

! in New-Euo·hnd 
1
·r A10 e-. 5 and and Providence Plantation• 

L '"' t N " ' ' 1 menca 111 General A ·bl ' t • ~. .. at ewport, within and f : . . ssern .Y convened 
"'*"•·-"'*•**-! W ednesday in May in the 

0~ the smd Colony, on the first 
seven hundred and 'se t yf< ar of our Lord, one thousaud 

I . . of lJis most sacred Mven y- our, and fourteenth of the rei<> n 
of God, Kmg of Great-Britain and so forth~Jesty George the Third, by the gra~e 

TO ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL 
COME, GREETING, 

Whereas sundry persons b 1 . 
bling for the pubhc worsh!) ~/ngmgto the Congregation assem-
Cb urch called Baptist or 1 t p A~mtghty God With the Christian 
dent;e, beJng· the olcle~t CJ n ~-. <e Cobapttst, m the town of Provi-

, 1nst1an h · h · h S 
and professing to belwve that wat . ':1 c In t e tate or Colony, 
tered by immersion on! d el baptism ought to oe admims
Christ, and no others ar!;) ~n tha\ _Professed hehevers in Jesus 
tloned this Assembly to T~or~e~l su )jects of the s~me, have peti
W!th the privileg·es and po~ve ~ l l.e~n ~Charter of Incorporation, 

Now, therefore, Imoiv e \sh Ieiem after mentiOned. 
aforesaid, do for ours'elveJ a;Id at _we the Governor and Company 
constitute and declare, and it iso~~J~uccessors, enact, grant, ordam, 
constituted and declared tl t p elbyTenacted, granted , ordained 
B ' Ia au ew J I B. N. ' rown, Jolm Jenckes w ·Jl R ' o ln I own, ICholas 
l\1 ' 1 Jam ussell D · 1 c 1 ason, William Holro d S ' ame a Ioo-n, Aaron 
Benjamin Steile, Samu~I 'Tl~~~el. 'Y arner, C: h n s toj.Jher Sheldon, 
Thurber, Obadwh Sprao·ue \hli~l, J~;h BenJai?In Al~·e r, Martin 
son, Edward 'Thurber J~se ' I H Iam eatou, JUn. Timothy Ma-

. Arnold, Nicholas Po,;er D~~iel ;v~is, J~mes Wheaton, jun. James 
fort Wheaton Martin's' J1 m g ast, Dexter Brown, Com-
w . . ' eamans ames W t t s· ' 

Illtam Corlis Joseph Till' h' CJ tea on, nnon Smith 
thy Sheldon, ]un. Charlesm~~=~t, ·larles Eastcrbrooks, 'l'Imo~ 
Knowles, Amos Horton Nath Itrs Silva;1lls J enckes, Edward 
Rufus Hopli ins or snch' or a~:ue aunders, Olney Winsor and 
l . ' so ma11y of th h 11 tIe BaptiSt Meeting-House in Pro em as s a convene at 

in June next, on the bu si np-s ofth. Vlgence, on the second MorJday 
shall be fore\'e r hereafter "' b ~s harter, and their successor s 
and name, with perpetu~l os:~ce~s.Y corpo~ate and J?olitiC, in fac~ 
the name of The Cltaritable Ba :~~· to. e k_nown m the law, by 
dence, in the Cnlony rif Rhode-Istand Socuty, m. the town of Provi-

And the said Charitable S . and P1·omdence Plantations 
recetve and hold a ll and anoc~~~f 18 1:ereby empowered to take: 
tiOns, legacies and donations o~ an untm y ~ubscnptiOns, contribu
any real or personal estate. AI r sum O! sums of money, or of 
acquire, or otherwise recei;e m:~ h~l~a;e, \ake, possess, purchase, 
ments, goods, chattels or tl . anc s, tenements, herech ta-

' o HU estates, of all which they shall 
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1111d n•ny etllnd ~eir:o<l, not'withstandin g any misnomer of .this Co·r-· 
pornlion , and hy wlmtever name or however imperfectly the same 
hnll_ ht~ clc ~c rihod ? in do11ations, legacies, assignments and grants,, 

Jll'OV I ~ If'cl the lruo 111t 11t a nd meaning ofthe assignee or benefactor 
h111 Vld(•nt. .Alsu th • SA id C haritable Society is herelay empowered 
lo lnko, hold nnd s tand seized of all estates aforesaid, solely to and 
r .... th o use Allll benefit of the said Baptist or Anti-P<edobapti~t 
( ;hur('h and Uonp;reg·ation, and their sHccessors forever; and the 
11111110 to use , occupy a nd improve towards th e support of Pastors, 
l'l'li 'f of the poor, in schooling· their children, or otherwise ; or 
nuy other religions uees in said Church and c~m,.,.regation, accord-. 
i ng to the will of the donors, and' to the purpos~s, trusts and uses 
to which they shall be seized thereof, or the same slui.ll be design-
d: Also to lease the real estate, or the same to grant, demise, 
di on, or hold in perpetuity, according to th e tenor of each par

tinhll' donation, or th eir property therein ; and to let monies ou · 
houcl s, mortgages or other securities: And shall and may be per
!IOtlR enpab le m the law, as a body corporate , to sue and be sued, 
t plt~nd HJI(] bo impleaded, to answer and be answered unto, to 
(1(·~ ud nnd pursn to final judgment and executio11 thereon, in all 
! utlri H and plu c R, an l before all proper judges whatever, in all 

1\nd Hin~ular Rtlit aud eu its, nuses and actions, of what kiud soever, 
in 111 11 l'ullcHt nn lnn•ph· Ht IIIHllll ·r, by and in the name of their 
'J.'n, Hnn••· for tho ti1t1 lu· ing·. 
· A ll(l jiwt!tP.I'IIWN' it. is orrlai1wl nnd declared, That said body 
c TJ'IOrnte and tlJ ir sur; eesor&· foreve r hereafte r, shall a.nd may 
Juwo a public s nl, w hi 11 they may use for any purposes or affairs· 
AS to them shall seem expedient; a lso it shaH be lawful for tl •em 
the same seal to break, alter and make anew, from time to time, 
at th ··ir will and pleasure. · 

And it is further enacted, That there shall be an annual meetin"' 
of the said Charitable Society, in the said town of Providence, o~ 
the second Monday in June, forever; at which time -they shall, out 
of their own body politic, elect a Moderator, Treasurer and ClerJ,, 
and such other officers as they shall think needful; and that the 
Moderator, Treasurer and Clerk be sworn to the faithful perform
ance of their respective trusts. 

And jm·tlternw1·e it is enacted, That there shall be a auarterly 
meeting of said Charitable Society, o.n the second Monday in Sej;., 
temher, December and March, f01:ever: That the said Charitable 
Society shall have full power to appoint any other meetino·s, at 
l'! nch times and places, as to them, from time to time sliall

0

seem 
necessary or expedient, more fully and effectually to accomplish 
th e charitable purposes aforesaid : And that they have power at 
rmy such meetings, to appoint committees, and to transact all such 
business, as, according to this Charter, may regularly come before 
th em : All which shall be done and determined ·by a majority of 
the members present. 
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Ana it is jurtlte1· enacted, That whatever. monies, (H: other. es
tates, both real and personal, the said Cha ntable Baptist Society 
may become seized or possessed of, shall be and remam a capital 
!Stock or fund, and only the interest , yearly p rofits, or mcome 
thereof, shall be applied and appro priated to the use of the said 
Baptist or Anti-Predobaptist Church and CongregatiOn. 

Provided nevertheless, and it is JU1·ther enacted, That all don a
tions tQ the said Charitable Society, by voluntary subsc~·iption, 
contribution, legacy or otherwise (excepting such as shall be dif
ferently appropriated by the donors) shall mal•e a capital stock or 
fund for the support of the Pastor or Pastor s of the Church afore
said; and the yearly interest or income of the same shall be added 
every year.suecessively to the principal, whic~ shall be thus au~
mented by interest, and remain principal and m~erest unappr~pn
a ted, until the yearly interest or income of said fund, so rarsed , 
shall amount to one hundred pounds lawful money, per annum ·: 
After which time the said sum of one hundred pQunds shall yearly 
be paid by the said Charitable Society, to t!1e Pastor .or Pastors 
for the time being, of said Baptist, or Antt-Pre~obaptl~t Church, 
and their successors forever. · P rovided notwi thstandmg, That 
when and as soon as a capital stock or fund shall be by this means 
raised to produce one hundred pounds lawful mone~ per annum, 
that then the interest or yearly income of all donatiOns made .af
t erwards to said Charitable Society, the use and purpose of whiCh 
sh&ll not be particularly specified by the donors, shall be appro
priated as .a majority of the said Charitable. Society shall order 
and determine at any r egular meeting. 

And it is jU?·tlter enacted, That Nicholas Brown be t_he ~rs t Mod
erator Daniel Cahoon the first Treasurer, and ·BenJamm Stelle 

•the fir~t Clerk , of the said Charitable Society, to continue in thcil' 
r espective offices until the second Monday in June, One thousand 

· seven hund red and seventy-five. 
And it is fzwtlte1· enacted, That the said Charitable Society~ at 

any of their meetings, may elect such persons as they shall thmk 
proper , to become members of the ·same, and make .such ru.les, 
orders and by-laws, and alter the same, as th~y from t1me to .time 
eball judge necessary for the good order of said Soe1ety; provided, 
that such rules, orders and by-laws are not contrary to th~ laws ~f 
this government: And that any seveu membe.rs of the ~tald Chan-

. table Society, convened at any regular meetmg (the :Moderator, 
Treasurer or Clerk always t o be one) are hereby declared to be ~ 
quorum of the said Society . . . 

And it is furtlte1· enacted, That all donatiOns ~f whatsoevedm~d, 
or howsoever made , to the said Charitable Society, to ge t~er WI~h 
the names of the donors, and the purposes and uses for whiCh said 
donations shall be made, shall be entered on reeord. by the . Cle.rk 
for the time being, as also their yeaJly income, and lti apJ;>rOlll"Hl,~ 
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tinu frnm tim n to timn (ot·nvrr: And that the Treasurer's accounts 
I"' luhitl'clnutl nuditud I every annual meeting of the said Soci
••t , l'rrn•itl,·rl llt'l'rrlltdt·s.Y nncl it is fm·{!te?· enacted, 'l'hat if ever 
th n wholt IIIIIllhN of the said Charitable Society for the time be
li lt' • hull he • t•t•tltJNHI lwlow seven, then and in such caso, all mon-
11 11 , houd ~, 1110rt 'III!IIH, dcclls , notes , obligat ions, books a nd papers, 
of' I'Vf'I"Y I\ inc!, to g-tHher wi th all the estate, both real and personal, 
11 1 thnt tiuw ht• l ong-in~r to the said Charitable Society, shall be giv~ 

n up to, uud the sol o property thereof be vested in, the Baptist, 
n1· Anti- l'n•dohnptist C hurch and Congregation afor esaid, for whose 
11 11 nud bf' nefit the sa id Charitable Society is instituted, to be r e
<,rin·d by a committee hy them a ppointed for that pu:·pose; and 
11 linll he punct11 all y appTopriated by them to the purposes, trusts 
11 11d II H<'~ specified by th e donors to the said Charitable Society, or 
to wlii ·h they are by this C harter empowered to appropriate the 
nmr, an.l no otherwise. 

Prm•ided jU?·t!tennore , and it is fm·tlter enacted, That no part of 
thiA C harter shall be construed or unde·rstood to grant any power 
or powers to the said Charitable Society to raise any sum or sums 
of mnnf)y any otherwise than by free and voluntary sub~cription, 
I"Onti·ibution, legacy or donation. .And in case, at any t1me here
finer, through misapprehension, or mistaken construction, of the 
powe rs contained in this Charter, any laws shall be enacted, Ol' 
uny matters done and transacted, by this Corporation, contrary to 
tlw tenor hereof, such laws, acts and doings shall be in themselves 
null and void; out shall never be adjudged into an avoidance, 
dofcazance, or forfeiture of this Charter, but the same shall remain 
entire to the said Corporation, in perpetual succession forever. 
And a ll their acts conformable to its power, tenor, true intent and 
mc~ning, shall be and remain in full force aud legal validity. 

IN T E sTIMONY OF WHICH GRAN'I', and of all the arti
cles and matters therein contained, I JosEPH 'VAN

TON, Esquire, Governor, Captain General and 
Commander in Chief of and over the said Colony, 
have hereunto set my ha nd, and caused the Seal of 
th e sai,d Colony to be affixed , this seventh day of 
May, in the year of our Lord One Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Seventy-four, and fourteenth of the 
reign of his most Sacrecl Majesty GeoTge the 'I'hird, 
by thr grace of God King of Great-Britain and so 
forth. 

fly hi9 Honour's command, 

Hf.NRY WARD, Sec'·ry . 

J. "\oV ANTON. 

fTt npp n.rH from tho records that the Baptist Church was founded in 1639, a.nd 
waH tit first of the d ~ n ornination in America. I ts Elders have been Roger WiJ. 
li u m ~ , Chad Brown, William Wickenden, Gregory Dexter, Thomas Olney, Par-
00 1'1 Tillinp;hnst ; and th n Ebenezer .Tenckes, who was the first P astor born in. 
.t\rniJri n, .Tantos Drown, (grandson of Chad) Samuel Winsor , Samuel Winsor, j r. 
Jnn1osl\lnuning, .T ohn Stanford, J onutlum Maxcy, Stephen Gano] 

n 
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,At tlte (if-eneral Assembly of the State of R!tode-Island and P1·oui~ _ 
dence P lantations, holden at P1·ovidence, on the fouTth Monday of 
P ebruaTy, A. D . 1808. 

. A'N AC'r to enlarge the powers of" The Charitable 13aptist Society in 
l'rov idence." 

Whereas the said Society have by their petition represented 
unto this Assembly that they have no means for raising rnoney 
for defraying the expenses of repairs on their meeting-house, other 
than by voluntary su.bscriptions and donatwns,. winch IS not only 
attended with many inconveniences and delays, but operates 
unequally on the members of the Society. 

And whereas the said Society have further represented that the 
holders of pews in said house have agreed, that all_ expenses of 
l"epairs on said house and its appertenances, shall m future be 
defrayed by taxes on the pews, and ha"Ve prayed thi s Assembly to 
pass an act authorizing the said Society to assess and levy on such 
pews all such sums of money as may be hereafteT necessary for 
.that purpose. 

Be it therifore enacted by the Geneml Assembly and by the autl~or
ity thereof it is enacted, That the said Society at any legal meetmg 
thereof, shall be and hereby are authonzed and · empowered to 
assess and · levy on said pews all such sum or sums of mo~ey as 
they may think necessary to defray the expense of any repairs or 
additions which may be ordered by said Society, to he made on 
said House or its appertenances, and also for the services of the 
Sexton. 

SECTION 2. And be it fU1·tl£e1' enacted, That all sums of money 
which shall be assessed on said pews in virtue of this act, shall be 
apportioned on the same, according to a valuation thereof, made 
by Mess1·s. Ephraim 'Vheuton, Nathaniel 'Vheaton _and John 
Mason, in the year 1788, and unanimously adopted by smd Society, 
at a meeting thereof, on the 11th day of August, A D. 1788. 

SECTION 3. And be ·it furthe;r enacted, That if the owner or 
owners of any pew in said house, shall neglect or refuse to pay 
any sum or sums which may be assessed on su_ch pe~ for three 
months after notice of such assessment, the said SoCiety shall be 
and hereby are authorized to sell such pew to the highest bidder at 
public auction, giving three weeks previous notice of the time_ ~nd 
place of sale, in the Providence newspapers, and the money ansu~g 
ti·om such sale, after first deducting· the assessment due on said 
pew, and expenses of collection, shall he lodged in the hands of 
the Treasurer of smd Society, to be paid to such delinquent ol' 
delbquents or.. request. 

A true copy-witness, 
SAMUEL EDDY, Sec'ry~ 

-.. ··~-
At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, at the meeting-

lwuse, June 13, 1774. This being the first meeting of said Socie• 
ty after incorporation, th e following persons mentioned in the 
Ch.arter being present, viz. Messrs. Nichola!! Brown, Moderator, 

II 

niul f:uhc~nn, ( ,fur!<, (heing previously engaged to the faithf~l 
c· hnr '' ol the·~~·. olltr·(!M) Edward Thurber, J oseph Hewes, John 

'"I '", ! )ullfc •l I tli111J,(hnst, Aaron Mason, Christopher Sheldon, 
" ••ph I tlltn l! lm~ t, N1cholas Power, William Holroyd and W il· 

llum ( 'oll·luc. 

I t~frrl, 'l'hnr IHt·. B()njamin Thurber and M~·. David Howell be 
dnllllt•d ""''"""''M of t.his Society. ' 

'l'lu• l,'olluwin l( lim11 of a subscription. for the purpose of raising 
A lund lur the II HI.I of the Baptist Church and congregation in this 
tn11" "'"" lllltlllllllOu ly agreed upon by all the members present 

11.. ' 

\"lu•rtllt~ thn [J onou rable Governor and Company of this Col6-
11V , hr~vt• g"l'llllted a ~harte!· of incorporation to certain persons. 
I.J,.!. ,,. ' '""to the llapt;1st congregation in the town of Providence 
b~ flu• '.''"ne of the Charitable Baptist Society, in said town, th~ 
de ·~ ~ II ol Whlf'h, f\8 1nny more fully appear, (reference thereto bein"' 
tll •aclr•) w IM lo rn1 ~0 n. pe r· manent fund for the use of the Baptist 
Cl11 r1'd t nnd 1\0ilg' l'c•g-rttion ift said town, and effectually secure it a~t 
W• ·.ll. rrN wh11t prop11rt.y t.h oy ~uo 1tlroady or may be possesseJ offoi· 
lh•" ~~ ~ ~~, 11111~ wh.rror~ ~ HUH! h ~trtc1· doth 11ot om power them to 
1'111 ,. nny 111111111 11 ft.'l' flu II MI' II Hpol'iliod, 11n y ot hrrwiso than uy 
nlllnl,nn· Millo '' '"'lllloii M, J,., nc·ior< nud donntion M, which c latt e in 
111.J I lu11'tn1· t 11111 I "~l"'''llailr ll"l'c•rnh lt to lho min,lu "nd .· · I f Ill I "I '''« p1ll1CJ-

JII' HCI n11 npt1 rC . Inll 'l'itllndc•fln~rr• g-nt ion,t.hoyueino-tbe ucces-
• m·•n uol "''"'"" '"ln11I M ol' tho lii"Ht Cl 11'iHtin11 inl1nhitants of thi ·Colo" 
~1r, \1 l1111lr•cl lutloM loo•n.io,v nud to Ml'!~ lll ' ll to lhOIIIH<• Ives and poster
'.t.Y l'll ]l j.I IIIII H nr< Wt•llllH I ' IV~IfiiH'I' I>:, IIH>I'(l fully a nd nmpJy than they 
( ould Ill ll~IY olhnr lllll't "' tho BntiHh Dominion 'anu heinn- desi
r.nll thr'l'""' Nttll to t;ontiuuo tllld preserve inviolate that refigious 
lihnrty 11ot. nuly proc11r_o d ut so denr a ntte for them by their pious 
IIIH:t ~ lOI"~'~• tLnd 11'un~mttted down through many generations unto 
tl.111 (ll'ORrut . du.y, but also authorized and establishQ.d by JEsrs 
Clllli A"t', th e lleadand only Law-Giver to his Church and b · 

t I . l h' I G . ' ewg a rm_.um n g· 1t w tc 1 o;o himself the Creator and Governor of the 
Untvc1·se h a~ bes towed on every individual ·of the human race 
111fo>Ht fu~ly, freely _and amply to enjoy the liberty of conscience and 
pnvatc judgment m whatever refers immediately to his worship in 
tl~nt he hath assured us , that each one must give an account for 
111~11 H lf unto Gon . . And whereas notwithstandin.,. it is thouo-ht by 
tlu s Soc1ety. expechent and agreeable to gospel order that those 
W~IO l a~our 111 word a:'d doctrine as ministers, preachers, pastors 
Ot elrl t s, shnu~d rece1ve such compensation from their respective 
flo cks over ~luch they preside, and in whose service their time is 
II pout, as theu· wants fwm time to time may require and the cir
l'llll1Htauc ~s. of those ministered unto may afford; as ~]so that suit~ 
nhlo prOVI SLOn be made for the poor of the Church b 1 · tl . I 1' . ' y supp ym~ 

lf'l~l Wit 1 re 1gwus books, and educating their children, and oth~ 
ot·w,~e. re!tevmf!i the_m, and other religious uses. Therefore we the 
llllhRcnbers takmg mto consideration the variou"- modes of raising 
mo~wy fo~: the necessary u~es, which are now or have been practis-, 
od 111 Chustendom, and bemg fully flll\d clearly ef opinion that all 
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compulsive measures by penal laws, either from civil authority or 
the majority of a particular society, disfranchising any member or 
m,embers who refuse to pay any tax or proportion that mr.y be as
sessed on him or them, are anti-Christian and intolernnt, and the 
most eligible method of defraying such necessary charges, is by 
raising an adequate fund for that purpose. In order, therefore, to 
r aise a fund for the use and benefit of the .Baptist or Anti-Pmdo
baptist Church and congregation in the town of Providence; 
which may be beneficial both to ourselves and posterity, we do 
promise and engage for ourselves, to pay unto 1\'lr. Daniel Cahoon, 
Treasurer of the Charitable Baptist Society, or his successor in 
oflice, the sum of one shilling:, at every stated meeting, (monthly ) 
when we are present, and when absent from the same do agree 
that we be charged with said sum and sixpence morer to be paid 
by us the next time we can attend, unless sick OT abroad, am1 as 
much more as is by us the subscribers affixed to our respective 
names, and that this subscription we wiil henceforth continue to 
pay so long- as we continue members of said Charitable Baptist 
Society as by Charter established. 

In witness we have hereunto set our hands, this thirteenth day of 
June, one thousand seven hundred and seventy-four, in the town 
of Providei1ce, and Coloay of Rhode-Island and Providence Plan
tations. 

Voted, That Messrs. David Howell, Joseph Brown, Aaron Ma
son and Daniel Cahoon, be a committee to draw. a body of laws 
for the better regulation vf this Society. . The meeting stands 
adjourned to the 27th inst. 

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, holden by ad
joumment, June 27, 1774, at the Baptist meeting-house. 

Voted, That Mr. Benjamin Stelle, appointed Clerk to this Soci
ety by Charter, necessarily absent on the second Monday of June, 
be continued in his office, who was accordingly solemnly e11gaged 
to the faithl'ul performnnce of the same. 

H. That the Clerk at the Society's expense procure a large, 
well-covered book for records, and cause all the acts and i·esolves 
of the Baptist Society, from February 11, 1774, until the second 
Monday in June following, to be well recorded in the same, as also· 
all the acts and resolves of t he Charitable Baptist Society, from 
their incorporation, with the Charter, deeds of lands that may be 
made to the Society, &c. to the present time. 

III. That the Moderator, Clerk, and Mr. David Howell, be a 
committ~e to procure at the Societj's expense, a common seal for 
the Society ; the device, motto, size, price, &c. are left to their 
discretion. 

[Jt appears that Jud!l;e Daniel J enckes deceased this year, aged 
73 years, having been a member of this Church 48 years.] 

The following By-Laws, prepared by the committee appointed 
.at their last meeting, was received aud unanimously adopted , viz. 

Resolved, That there shall be a meeting- of this Society, on 
every .second l\'Innday in. every mouth in the year, at such time 
and place as the Society shall appoint, in the town of Prondence. 

13 

II. 'l'J.nt wh,·niJVCJ' n.nd as often as six members of this Society 
hull jud~,. ll t'P dful to have a meeting before the next stated meet· 

1111( or udjour·ruu1•nt., nnd ~ hall sign a written r eqtiest for the san 1e 
11 I ill' 1\lndNntor, 'I'!' asrll'er and Clerk, or either of them tho~ 

thny or· l'rtlwr· of thorn , shall have power to notify a meetin,. at 
••wh ti111n und plnt·o ltH they may think fit, under their ha nd s which 
II~> I ili1•ntion "hnll IH• lrnnded to as many of the Society as m:e to oe 
uund Ill tlw1r I'I '~ JH• ct ivo dwellings. 
Ill. 'l'llllt tlw 'l'renHurer of the Society shall at the next month-
1111'11111 1( nl\11r ht• is chosen, give bonds to the Society with two· 

111'1111• , who~c MrdTiciency and the value of ·the bond shall be de
lll'llllllt•d J.y ll rnnjority of the members present at said meeting; 
whwlr ~u1d IJoud Hlr nll be loug-ecl in the hands ofthe Clerk for the time 
lu•u". And it Hhall be in the power of the Society at any regular 
llll'l•trrrll, to du. rn nn_d. htrgor bond ~ of tile Treasurer at tlJCir pleas
tii'C, \\' rth wlu~·lr. d lu rofu so to comply, Ir e is disqualifi ed te> act, 
llltd llllo!IH'I' l']r ~ riJJn 0111' tiJO HI 11. 

IV 'l'llut thl'l'l hull lu• 11 Hin nrl ing- Conu nitt oo (· !JnNI'll hy t1 1e 
•wtt•l y lllllllln ll r, (ttl' 11 lilt'lr !lin 'l>·o11 ~~~·,·r for 1 ],,. , 1 irn 11 li• ·i 11g 

ulwr 1 tu lu llllf •) J,.r I lu Jill I Jl" " ol 1111111111' 1 ],, Hcwu· t v' frurd M 
uti llltrr ••• · 1111 " thr prutl•lltllrlrrll'ur .. r tlu , twH•Ir, 11lr11h ('o 111 ' 

IIIII II f11111 I 1111 I hull Jo tl111 IIIII t,J lt1 1• JIOIIIIII II 11111 frfl 
11th 111111111 'f't 1111 I '• h 11ttiN1 hull Jllll till 1 Ill IIIII llll 

Ill II I, Ill I II 1(111111 lltl 1111111111 ""'' IIIII, 1111 I I 1111 IIIII 

I' I dtlljl IIIII Ill, Jur tfr II 111 If! 111 II I 11 Ill )'I o\ 1t1 1 ,J Ill 

tlrrll' t•lrnJ l11r, nrttl nlllrulldll 11r 11tlu'l •••t' llltlll lot Ill • till& 111 11 tJ 11 •1• 

~ 11111 lu·lull l(llll( '" tl11 11 oculy , lr111lln• l~t~l jl" tl 111 tlu • hntrc1 11 11 f 
the 'l'ri'IIM\II'crr· nrrclthu C !lc1111 • ludliiiH•JI 11 l"l•c• urd of tlru 11 111111' 

V. '1'111.11 tire 'l'r .. n llrt•r· !',.,. tlrc• trrru• h•·rrr '• lrnll l11 •1p u rc·l!·lllnt· 
nr11l .~~~trt_H·ulnr nt·c·~•lllll ul nil d11untw11H rllru!tl to 1l11 • Hw·ir•ty hy 
111h~c , rrptwn, contnlu1tron, l('l,!llCY or otlrenvrHI', of ull 11101wy 01• 

otlrcr cs~ates both re11l and pM~•JJHd, nR also tire names of tire 
donors, 1f ll:u:nvn, and purposesfor which said donations may be 
made, and therr year ly profits or rncome ; whtch accounts torrether 
with ail securities belonlfing , to the Society shall be brou~ht t(.} 
I'Very quarterly meetmg for the perusal of any of the memheri 
prese~t, and that the . Clerk may be furnished with all necessary 
matenals f.or the lastmg· records of this Society, agreeable tiJ 
Charter. 

VI. That the Clerk for the time being sh~ll take an account o.f 
the names of all the member~, the times of tlreir admission, deaths, 
t~r d1smrsswn, as also all offi<.:ers and committees, and record tl;e 
same. 

_'VII. That when any ofiicer shall be removed by death or othet·
wrse, another shall be chosen in his stead, at the next monthlv 
meetmg, and when any officer is absent from any meetirw. th~ 
mem?ers present shall choose an other in his stead, to act f~t: that 
meeturg only. 

At the first annual meeting- of the Charitable B~ptist Society, , 
holden at the old meetmg-house, June 12, 1775, Paul 'I'ew, 
Esq. was unanrmously chosen l\foderator for the ensuin.,. year 

a greeable to Charter, who for sufficient reasons declined ~c~epting 
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the sru<ne; aftet· w1tich Mr. Joseph Browq was chosen Moderator, 
Mr. Benjamin Ste lle, Clerk, and Mr. Daniel Cahoon, Treasurer, 
for the ensuing year. · 

Voted, That the thanks of this Society be presented to Mr. 
Nicholas Bro\vn, ·,vho has served us in the capacity of Moderator, 
for the last year with great faithfulness and to the good acceptance 
of this Soeiety. 

Voted, That Messrs. John Brown, David Howell, Aaron Mason 
and William Holroyd, be a committee for lett ing the Society's 
.monies, and transacting the prudential afrairs of the same. 

Voted, That the committee for loaning the Society's tiinds, &c. 
be a committee to audit and adj ust the 'l'reasurer's accounts, and 
make report to the next monthly meeting. 

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, in Providence, 
holden at the meeting-house, · on Monday, 27th of March, 1786, 
Dr . .James Manning, Moderator, Olney \Vinsor, Clerk, p1·o tem. 

Voted, 'fhat the Society's committee, consisting of Messrs 
Nicholas Brown, .John Brown, David Howell, Edward Thurber 
and Daniel Tillinghast, be authorized and directed to unite with 
the Church committee, in addressing any person they may judge 
proper, to come and pJ·each in this meeting-huuse on trial, fur the 
office of Pastor. 

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, at their meeting. · 
house, on the Sth of May, 1786, David Howel1, Esq. Moderator. 

Voted, That the Clerk be directed to transcribe a fair copy of 
the original subscription paper fur donations to this Society, ftJr 
the purpose of procuring signers at their annual meeting, on the 
second Monday of .June next, ensuing this elate, and that Mess rs. 
Nicholas Brown, .John .Brown, David Howell and John Jenckes, 
be added to the committee appointed at the last meeting to obtain 
subscribers to the said paper. 

At a m eeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, on the 21st of 
May, 1787, Ml·. Nicholas Brown, Moderator, Mr. John Rogers, 
Clerlc 

·voted, That Messrs. Nicholas Brown, John Brown and John 
Jenckes, be a committee to get the bell re-cast, as soon as possi
ble, after a sufficient sum be 1 aised by subscription for that pur.· 

-pose. 
At a meeting of the Baptist CIHlrch and Congregation, on the 

28th of June, 1790, Davjcl Howell, Esq. Moderator. Present: 
James Manning, Nidwlas Brown, Pardon Sheldon, .John 'Vhip• 
ple, Stephen Randall, John Davis, Jonathan Maxcy, Benjamin 
'fhurber, James 'Vheaton, Christopher Sheldon, Aaron Mason, 
John Mason, 'Velcome Arnold, Deacon ViTheaton, Jeremiah 
B. Howell, .Joseph Tillinghast, John Hill, Timothy Sheldon, ju11. 
Silvanus Martin, Philip Martin, Samuel Davenport, E~warJ 
'.fhurber, William Holroyd. 

Whereas Mr. Stephen Gano, in pursuance of an invitation sent 
to him from the joint committee of this Church and Congregatie,n; 

'il~.s come and preached for ns te g:eneral accertancc : 
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Rtsoived, That this Society recommend to the Churcb to eall It 

tino- of all the male members of the Church and Congregation, 
t ftuclttime as they may think proper,to determine whether they 
ill call Mr. Gano to supply the pulpit on trial as our pastor, in 
16 the Church shall previously approve of that measute. 
Resolved, Th at the following persons, viz. Messrs. David How~ 

11, .Tames Manning, Nicholas Brown, _Welcome Arnold, John 
u~nn, Christopher Sheldon, Edward Thurber, Philip Martm, 

.AHron Mason and Deacon Wheaton, with such others as may be 
ap pointed by the Church, be a committee to devise and report at 
th1• ni'Xt meeting of this Society, such permanent measures as they 
tiiii.Y judge proper to be adopted by this Church and Congregation, 
fut· mising in future an adequate and permanent fund fur suppart
tng thoir standing Pastor. 

At a meeting of the Charitable Baptist Society, holden on 
Mutuluy, J111ly 5, ) 790, Mr . .John Mason, Moderator. 

u~softJnrf, Thut application be made to the Rev. Stephen Gano, 
to ohtuin hi A ·onAcut to tarry rwd preach fur us ono •rnr 011 ll'iul. 
nud tlmt thn following' JHi rWO II A1 vi\1:. MoH~l'H, it•ludll llr' ll\\' 11 1 

Hnvul llnwt•ll , .In t•pl1 ' l'dhn j" luo 11 ('ltd topltt •r C •lilt '\, .l11h11 II" 
fir", ,J,.Ion Wloippl", l•: dllllt'd 'l'llltllll ' l , I 'l111 '''I''''' lultluu 1111! 

)nllii•J 'J'J!hlf lilt f )II II I llltlllllllt t•, (II Jill II II I 1111111111111 hit h it 
''hill! h '"'~' "J'J'IIIIIlt d Ill"'" I '" II II !Ill I 1111 Ill h I 

lllllll1111tll1111(111 IIIII I II 

I 

·'""/ I At h.-This clay being the Sabbath, all the male members 
nf tlu' Cl11tr<:h nrtd Congregation, were after divine service in the 
111)1 l'llflllll 1 l'II IJII ORied tO tarry, when they were fulfy informed by 
J)r. Mnn11i11 ~, whut the committee and the Society at their last 
nwc•ti11 g hnd clon(l , I"Hpecting inviting the Rev. Stephen Gano to 
prnadt Ji)l' II H oue JOl t I', . of all ':hich the~ fully approved, and 
unani11wu~ ly cltn c·tc•d t.h 1r comm1ttee to wnte to Mr. Gano and 
to n•q<w~t him to t'ollt(l nncl tarry with us one year on the terms 
ollill'l'd him, h11i 11g 11111 hundred a nd fifty pounds lawful silver 
1\1011 y. Attt•st-GEORGE BENSON, Cle1·k. 

[h appears thn.t DrJi•lf1r (iuu<•'• ~111(111(\'nlonts were 8uch, that he did not accept · 
thi~ invitation; but two Y"" ~"" ttlltlrwnrds n a fmth er app!tcatwn, he agreed tq 
tho request, and cumo to tid" ltl\VII iu October, 1792, and has continued to this 
tirno, uearly 36 year~.J 

At a meeting of tltc ('ltnrittdtlt Bnptist Society, on the lOth of 
cptembe.r, 17!)2, Dcacou \\ h<•n tou, Model a tor . . 
Whereas the Rev. Mr . .l\lu ·y lm11 iu a letter dated the 7th insf. 
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resigned his appointment ns our Minister, a-nd 1t appe~rs by a 
committee from the Church that they have accepted his resi~rna
tw~, and resolved it to be their unanimous opinion, that applica~ion 
b~ ImmedJately made to the Rev. S tephen Gano, to supply the pul
pit for the space of six months, in which application they request 
the concurrence of the Society. It is therefore 

Resolved, That this Society do unanimously concur with the 
Church in their. vote to apply to the Rev . . Stephen Gano to supply 
the pulpit for the space of six months. 

Resolved, That Messrs David Howell, Nicholas Brown, Silva
nus Martin, James Arnold and Olney \Vinsor be a committee of 
this Society to unite wi!h the Church committee for the purpose of 
employing- a suitable person as a messenger to repair to the resi
dence of the Rev. Stephen Gano, a nd r equest him to su pply our 
Jllll pit for six months, agreeably to the preceding resolutions of 
this Society. 

At a meeting of the Baptist Church and Congregation, March 
II, 1793, David Howell, Esq. Moderator, Geor·ge Benson , Clerk. 

Resolved, That the vote of the Church, passed the 28th ult. re
specting the Rev. Stephen Gano be read ,- and is as follow:-
• " Resolved, That this Church ~xpress an unanimous desire to 
)nvite the Rev. Stephen Gano to serve us in -the capacity of an 
Elder, during the term of one year from the first day of May next 
ensuing, and that a committee he appointed to lay thi s resolve he~ 
fore the Congregation and request their concurrence therein. 

Wherenpon it was unanimously voted by the Society, that they 
concur with the Chnrch therein, and that the following persons be 
appointed to join the committee of the Church, in order to impart 
the said· resolution to Mr. Gano, and to request his answer, viz. 
:Messrs. ' Ve lcome Arnold, David Howell, N icholas Power, Olney 
)Vinsor, Christopl1er Sheldon, Nicholas Brown, Silvailus Martin, 
John Mason, Stephen Randall and Aaron Peck. 

~ 
It appears fi·om the preceding recorils, that the suhject of erecting R new moet

.in ~-h o11se was discussed in Fehrunry, 177,1, and with a zeal cha racteristic of th11 
men of that day, it was, the next month voted to proceco , nnd May 28, 177.5, the 
'house was fini shed and detlicutcfL Sermon by Rev. James Manning, ft·orn Gene
sis xxviii, 17, " .T kis is none other but the house of God, and this is t!te gate of 
heaven.'.'' 

Jn the year 1791, the Society sustained a great bereavement m the denth of 
J ohn J enckes, Nicholas Brown and Rev. James Manning The latter died Juli 
20th, in tho 54th year of his age. . 

At a meeting of the Society April7, 1795 (John Mason, Esq. Moderatot') it wns 
tmanimously voted, that the fimds of the Charitable Baptist Society be in ere11s~d 
by subsc ription to the full amount of the surn req uired by the Charter, in order that 
the interest thereof might be applied towards the support oftbe minister, conform
ably to the true intent of th e sa id Cl:artcr. l'riJposa ls for the above object were 
accordingly issued, and a subscription· paper commenced, whiCh was lwadpd by 
John Brown, Esq. with th e generous sum of One Thousand Dol!ars . . [He was. 1t 

descendan t of Chad.] 'l'he amount of this fund at the present time IS $6600 tn 
bank stock, at par, yielding an annual income of about $400, when the divid ends 
are at 6 per cent . The Society also own a parsonage honse and lot in good repair. 

In the year 1824 a Society's Library was commenced in the Vestry, and tbe 
following persons chosen the Library Committee, viz. R ev. Dr. Gano, David 
Howell, Nicholas Brown, Nathan "Vaterman, jun. und H. H. Brown. The col
lection of books though small at present, will probably becom e extensive in time. 
A lai·ge book-case has been provided, suffic ient to hold several hundred volumes. 
Aiso a smaller case to hold books for children at the Sabbath School. 


